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Analysis of Trends in Newspaper Reporting of
the PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic Games

Hanae ENDO

Interaction occurs between the media and public opinion, and understanding
content reported by the media and its trends can serve as basic data constituting
people’s ideas and opinions, and is useful in investigating social interest and
viewpoints. During a games period like the Paralympics, the attraction of the games
as well as various details stemming from the games is reported by the media. As the
2020 games approach, this study attempts to examine the kinds of issues identified
during the Paralympics period, and changes observed since the 2016 Summer
Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro. Referring to analyses of three researchers of the
Paralympic Research Group, the author systematically categorizes media content of
newspaper coverage during the PyeongChang Paralympic Games period and
ultimately establishes 11 categories.

Upon calculating the ratios of coverage of these categories in 6 newspaper’'s
articles, the author determined that the most frequently covered categories during
the games period were the “evaluations, analyses and recommendations based on the
game results and achievements” and “analyses of game outcomes and technical
theories.” There was an increase in the number of articles featuring the results of the
Japanese team as well as strong athletes and teams of other countries, and more
attention was paid to sports aspects of the games. The performance of Japanese
athletes is believed to have prompted the question as to how they could achieve such
fine results and to have drawn attention to elite sports measures for improving
international competitiveness. Furthermore, throughout the coverage, reporting of
“recommendations for the 2020 Tokyo Paralympic Games” was observed, and
although some differences between the summer and winter games were noted, many

suggestions for the 2020 Tokyo Paralympic Games were evident.
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As Japan performed well, a characteristic viewpoint evident in the reporting of the
winter sports was the analyses of sports equipment provided by Japanese companies
as being precise and sophisticated, such as the development of chair ski technology.
The prominent featuring of Japanese “craftsmanship” of manufacturers including
SMEs as playing a key role in supporting sports may also be considered
characteristics of the winter Paralympic sports.

Furthermore, the training of young athletes and generational change were raised
as issues. In this Paralympic games, media coverage featuring the performance of
young athletes such as Momoka Muraoka and Gurimu Narita is believed to have
resulted in more attention being focused on the training of athletes.

As a result, much of the media coverage focused on the competitiveness of sports
in this Paralympic games. This is believed to be due in part to an attempt in the
media to pay attention not only to “how athletes are overcoming their disabilities to
tackle sports” but also to convey the attraction of the Paralympics as sports.
Meanwhile, it is considered that discussion concerning the uniqueness of the
Paralympic games, the importance of conveying their essence, and the media’s stance
on the Paralympic games will continue in the future without placing undue emphasis

on the exact same content as the Olympic games.
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