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Study of the Paralympics and Broadcasting (2)
— Research on “Reproduction of a Uniform Sense of Value
the Human Body” given by Paralympic Broadcasting —

Kenjiro NAKAYAMA

Through analysis and examination of the results of Study of the Paralympics and
Broadcasting, a joint study conducted by NHK Broadcasting Culture Research
Institute and the Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center focusing on
interpretations and attitudes of persons with disabilities in regard to the broadcasting
of the PyeongChang Paralympic Games, this study aims to shed light on one aspect of
the “logic of the receiver” in regard to broadcasting and, based on this logic, to
reexamine the issue of “reproduction of a uniform sense of value of the human body”
discussed in research to date.

There is an abundance of knowledge concerning media research of the
Paralympics, particularly on analyses of content reported by newspapers. While
quantitative analyses and the categorization of articles have been conducting, this
research has indicated the possibility of the reproduction of “a uniform sense of value
of the human body” where the body of an able-bodied person is regarded as a sound
body, and a body with a disability is in a relatively inferior position. Until now, this
point at issue has been analyzed through approaches to resources, production
processes, and distribution processes within the structure of media. The concept of
sense of value, however, is not formed by the media in a fixed manner. If we adopt
the viewpoint that it is constructed dynamically in a mutual relationship of the
receiver’s interpretation and attitude, we can assume that this issue should be
reexamined in light of analyses of interpretations and attitudes of media receivers.
Furthermore, even in the context of “logic of the receiver,” there is a possibility that
sense of value unconsciously structured in society through approaches from the
viewpoint of persons with disabilities can be determined in regard to Paralympics
broadcasting.

Results of the survey suggested that attitudes of persons with disabilities toward
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broadcasting of the Paralympics had a tendency toward bipolarity between those
who identified with Paralympic Broadcasting and Paralympian those who felt the
games did not pertain to them, and also suggested the possibility that differences in
awareness of social frameworks such as external relationships, aspirations, status of
participation in sports activities and disability determined viewing attitude.
Furthermore, the bipolarity of viewing attitudes manifested itself as a difference in
interpretation of the view of “overcoming” disabilities.

If we consider the premise that the body of an able-bodied person is superior in
value as leading to the formation of a concept of “overcoming disabilities, we can infer
from results of the survey that when persons with disabilities accept a “uniform sense
of value of the human body,” they might view broadcasting of the Paralympics as
pertaining to themselves.

Adopting this viewpoint, the indication that broadcasting of the Paralympics
reproduces “a uniform sense of value of the human body” is appropriate. However, it
was inferred that it was possible to view “overcoming” as not necessarily the value of
* “overcoming” the inferior body of a person with a disability and becoming more
closely approximated to the body of an able-bodied person’ in a uniform sense, but
rather as a manifestation in a person with a disability of an “absolute body outlook”
involving the “creation of a new horizon for that individual's unique body.”

Examining whether media views and statements, which have traditionally been
indicated as being able to reproduce a uniform sense of value of the human body
from Paralympic media coverage, can effect change in such systems and senses of

value is an important task for future investigation.
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