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Development and Current Status of Sports for
Persons with Disabilities in Ukraine
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At the Beijing 2022 Paralympic Games, which began just over a week after Russia
invaded Ukraine, the Ukraine national team performed remarkably, finishing second
only to the host country China in the national medal ranking. Since April, despite
suffering extensive damage from the war, the Ukrainian government has continued
to send teams to various sporting events including the Invictus Games at the Hague
and the Deaflympics at Rio, and has not wavered in its commitment to sports for
persons with disabilities.

What significance do disability sports have for Ukraine? And what factors underlie
their development? This paper discusses these questions from the following four
analytical perspectives.

First, is the major role played in disability sports since the 1990s by Valeriy
Sushkevych, now president of the National Paralympic Committee of Ukraine.
Although he has been criticized for holding too many positions overall in areas
concerning persons with disabilities, his achievements including the development of
the Invasport system in Ukraine have been remarkable.

Second, is that some aspects of welfare policies of former socialist countries
including the Soviet Union, still remain in place in Ukraine today. While there was
little interest in human rights issues for persons with disabilities in the Soviet Union
and former socialist countries, it must be remembered that these countries adopted a
national strategy to win Olympic medals in large quantities, by dedicating a
significant portion of their national budgets to building large scale national training
centers and providing generous monetary incentives including cash bonuses to
aspiring athletes.

The third factor is the impact of conflicts with pro-Russian factions and Russia that

94



Development and Current Status of Sports for Persons with Disabilities in Ukraine

have been ongoing in eastern Ukraine since 2014. To realize the social reintegration
of an increasing number of veterans with disabilities, and at the same time enhance
the spirit of patriotism, the Ukrainian government has been focusing on sports-based
rehabilitation, and encourages sports for persons with disabilities by actively
dispatching teams including veterans to represent Ukraine in international
competitions

Fourth is Ukraine's consideration of its relationship with Western countries. It can
be argued that the Ukrainian government has been trying to mitigate criticism from
Western countries for its delay in improving the human rights of persons with
disabilities by highlighting the development of sports for persons with disabilities in
the country. In addition, NATO funds that provide support for veterans with
disabilities resulting from the eastern conflict, include sports for veterans with
disabilities as an important area, and it may also be Ukraine’s intention to strengthen
its relationship with NATO countries through this support.

Since the start of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, persons with disabilities have
greatly suffered due to difficulties in evacuating and isolation from their families and
local communities. It is the hope of the author that the lives and livelihoods of all
persons with disabilities in Ukraine will be protected and that sports for persons with

disabilities will continue to develop.
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