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Amiko NOBORI

(The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center)

In countries in Asia where disability sports are comparatively undeveloped, Japan
will be actively supporting the promotion of disability sport in the years leading up to
the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics. In its capacity as the Paralympics’ host nation, making
these Games an exciting event is considered a highly significant aspect of Japan's
policy of international cooperation. The Japanese government has already launched
Sports for Tomorrow (SFT), a sports-based international contribution project
targeting over 10 million people in more than 100 countries, including countries in the
developing world. SFT will conduct a large range of projects, including in the area of
disability sport. In order for the support that the SFT program provides to be more
effective, a more discerning eye will have to be cast over which areas and
geographical regions to focus on.

To assist in that regard, in order (1) to gain a better understanding of the current
state of disability sports in different countries throughout Asia and of the outcomes
from the international support provided in this area to date, and (2) to explore
possible options for support from now on from both Japan's government and its
private sector, the Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center has commissioned
experts in different countries to conduct relevant studies and research. Japan has
very good relations with ASEAN countries, and of its members we commissioned
research for Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia.
The results of the research for Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar were published in
Volume 2, and those for Vietnam and Thailand were published in Volume 4 of this
Journal. In this Volume we publish the report prepared for the research on Indonesia
and Malaysia.

The research we commissioned was to focus on five topics: (1) the country's

current policies on persons with disability (its basic legislative framework, principal
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policies, etc.); (2) its past development and the current state of its disability sports
(record of participation in international disability sports events, etc.); (3) the past
development and current state of activities by each country’'s National Paralympic
Committee (the circumstances for its establishment, an overall picture of its
organization, budget, etc.); (4) the current form and level of support that the country’
s disability sports receive from the international community including Japan; and (5)
what expectations the country has for support from Japan for the 2020 Tokyo
Paralympics.

The reports notes that both Indonesia and Malaysia have signed and ratified the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which at a stroke
gave them a legislative framework of policies on persons with disabilities. In April
2016 Indonesia passed the new law on persons with disabilities (the Law No.8 of
2016), the core concept of which centers on the rights of persons with disability. In
Malaysia, a lobbying campaign over many years by persons with disability
organizations bore fruit in 2008 with the government’s decision to pass the Persons
with Disabilities Act 2008. This particular piece of legislation deals with the
registration, protection, rehabilitation and advancement of persons with disability, and
includes provision of welfare provisions. It also created the National Council for
Persons with Disabilities.

With respect to the countries’ past development of disability sports, in terms of
their overall performance at the four most recent ASEAN Para Games, Malaysia sent
the second largest team of athletes to compete while Indonesia sent the third, and in
terms of their medal hauls Indonesia was second while Malaysia was fourth - good
evidence that both countries occupy the upper ranks at these Games. On the other
hand at Paralympics in recent years, both countries have only won around 0 - 3
medals each. In order to get an understanding of the state of disability sports in
ASEAN countries today, it will therefore be beneficial to focus on regional multi-
national sporting events such as the ASEAN Para Games, if support is to be provided
that will strengthen these nations’ Paralympic performances.

These reports noted that Indonesia and Malaysia receive extremely limited
assistance from Japan in the field of disability sports. Along with Thailand, Indonesia
and Malaysia could be described as the most advanced in ASEAN in terms of

disability sport. If Japan and other countries were to direct their support to these
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countries, we could expect to see the ASEAN Para Games become a more fully-
fledged event, and more comprehensive support could also come from within ASEAN
itself for those of its member countries still considered developing nations, such as
Cambodia and Laos. Malaysia in particular has a legacy in this area, since the ASEAN
Para Games first came about when other Southeast Asian countries began to
participate in its national disability sports event the Malaysian Paralympiad, and then
in 2009, when Laos was the Para Games' host nation that year but was forced to
cancel them midway owing to among other things a lack of money, Malaysia stepped
in and took over as host nation. We would like to continue our research into concrete
policies for Japan to adopt that will establish a good cooperative relationship with

these countries.
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