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Linkage of the Paralympic Games with the
Olympic Games: the implications and impacts
as seen from the side of the Paralympics

Kazuo OGOURA

Impacts of the close linkage of the Paralympic Games with the Olympic Games can
be analyzed in terms of the brand values, social recognition, athletes’ achievements

and accessibility or social inclusion.

All these aspects can be stringent on the identity of the Paralympics as distinct
from the Olympics. This in turn leads us to the analysis or assessment of the use of
the well-established Olympic brand for promoting Paralympic “values” of the impact
of the highly competitive skill of Olympians on to the skill of Paralympians, of the
social inclusion of the disabled as the result of the increased social exposure of the
Paralympics, of the treatment of the persons of grave impairment, and finally of the

social perception for different modalities for overcoming disabilities.
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T4 Y IZBITA
BEASNWZH AR— 2D HBLUR

S

(HARMEISS ) v ¥y 2% K=ty —)
LI

ASEAN FEE OB WHE AR =V IGEERE L DODOH B0 20164EDY * - /851 »
¥y 7 TRIAN6DDEEELAFI8D A ¥ &M L7, 20014 PIKEIE, ASEAN
NRIBHRELHBEN, TH7 ¥V 7HIRL NV TOBIEH B IERIC R > Twb, &
I L7z, BEAAWEZRR—Y OEBRE TOBEPMHNRATHLDNT7 4 TH
%o ASEAN /N T Hii KAR2015E KA TIE, AV IVEBRENETMT, Yy ARV
Iv =L DBTFNTHo7 (K)o VA -85 Y Y Ey 7 TlE, HIRTOMR S
N—DDIHEE 572 (R2),

K1 ASEAN NIHHEASX FIVER

jﬁ?%ﬁgfﬁ' <§%??3?%. @f?iiiﬁi- <§?ff2§%. (f?iiifi)
KL) va) A F—)

54 289 295 248 250
1Y RAYT 73 310 217 218
N A 175 160 185 156
JXL—=v7 246 132 140 147
YR 22 28 27 63
Iy re— 26 31 9% 62
T4UE Y 74 64 60 59
TN RA 22 16 12 12
HnyRIT 7 7 9 9
T+ A 2 2 6 5
HFE— 0 6 A A

4 © http://southeastasiansports.blogspot.jp/2014/01/7th-asean-paragames.html
https://southeastasiansports.blogspot.jp/2015/12/8th-asean-paragames-final-medal-tally html

19



NRTY) Yy ZikgES R vol7

x£2 UF - NFYLEYIELVFYLE Y 7ICH1F 5 ASEAN ZED X 4 IVESRH

DAL R IR % VF - F) Y 7 XTIV
& | | R | BERER | & | B W &t
54 6 6 6 18 45 2 2 2 6
<XL=7 3 0 1 4 19 0 4 1 5
VYA K= 2 0 1 3 13 1 0 0 1
N b A 1 1 2 4 11 1 1 0 2
I S 0 0 1 1 9 1 2 0 3
T4 Yy 0 0 1 1 5 0 1 0 1
Iy v — 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
JF A 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
hYRIT 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

H# D IPC A — A=, I0C F—LR—T

TAVEL T Yy 712, 198D Y TIVREDK, TRV I REZHRLT
REFWZHHBLTVD DD, AT NVERBIIEETH 2 D2ICH Lo T b,

DTFTX, 74V EVIZBITEEMANEAR—Y ZHY & BREEIZOWTOIRF% 5
DB, TOAR—VEER, BEIVHEBORZ EIZOWTHLNITT %,

1. E2xwH AL
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The main purpose of this article is to identify Philippine government policies for
disability sports and for people with a disability in general, in order to deepen
understanding of the environment in the Philippines for disability sports.

First, with respect to the situation generally for people with a disability in the
Philippines, although a legal framework has been put in place starting with the
adoption in 1992 of the Magna Carta for Disabled Persons (revised in 2007), the
execution of laws cannot be described as adequate. In terms of education and social
participation, differences can be seen between urban and non-urban areas.

Second, the Philippines Sports Commission, established under President Aquino, is
responsible for the country’s policies on sports for its citizens generally. President
Ramos launched “sports for all”, a national policy for the general public that was to
“make accessible to all, regardless of age, gender, talent, and capabilities, a program
of physical fitness”. However, because the government did not allocate enough funds
to the Commission, performance at international sporting competitions has languished
as the result of a lack of both an integrated program to promote sporting activities
and of training facilities.

Major efforts aimed at developing disability sports have only just begun. Disability
sports were organized at a national level only in the late 1990s, and in 2015, in order
to improve international competitiveness, a policy was written into law to provide
support for the training of athletes. There is expectation that support from China,
Russia and South Korea among other sources will further the promotion of sport in
general in the Philippines, and Japan should also actively think of ways to provide
support. To date, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has carried out

projects in the Philippines focusing on development for people with a disability, such
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as the “Creation of Barrier-Free’ Environments for People with a Disability in Rural
Areas (2008-2012)". One of the results of the project was to organize groups led by
people with disabilities in villages and in local governments, and this experience can
be built on to help spread disability sports in the country at a grassroots level, one

way in which Japan can provide support.
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Newspaper Reporting on the Rio Paralympic Games: A Trend Analysis and Study

Newspaper Reporting on the Rio Paralympic
Games: A Trend Analysis and Study

Hanae ENDO

(The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center)

As seen from the growth in the scale of the event and the increase in the level of
competition of its participants, interest in the Paralympics is catching up to that in
the Olympics, and step by step, the way that the Paralympics are seen and how they
are treated by the media have been changing.

There is a close relationship between sports and the media, and monitoring how
the media reports on sports not only brings to light different issues related to the
Paralympics, but is also useful for exploring the public’s interest in and perspective
on the event.

In this article, four researchers have analyzed newspaper reports during the Rio
Paralympics, systematically organizing them under fifteen different categories, and
examining the contents and trends in the reports.

Reports on doping in the Paralympics were prominently about Russia, following the
ban on Russian participation in the Games. The cyber-attack on WADA and the
display of the Russian flag by the Belarus team were a glimpse of how what began as
a doping issue developed into a political one.

Reports on the winning of medals focused on the increase in the international level
of competition and the medal tallies of several countries. Reports on the advances
made by the host nation Brazil noted institutional improvements which led to
changes in funding allocation and in training environments. However, little mention
was made of measures to improve Brazil's level of competition in international sports,
and reports focused more on lighter topics such as the friendly atmosphere among
tourists and Games volunteers, and the open-mindedness of the Brazilian people.
Overall, there was a tendency towards reporting to be favorable and positive.

During the second half of the Paralympic Games, there was less discussion of gold
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medal targets, and more mention of issues for improving Japan's level of competition
in international sports. The general stance was not to criticize Japanese athletes for
failing to win gold medals, but to report on the current situation of disability sports
and the issues it faces. The prevailing view was that the Paralympics are not just
about winning. There was concern expressed about evaluation based solely on the

number of medals, and discussions on the value of the Paralympic Games itself.
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An Analysis of Japanese Newspaper Reporting on
the Rio Paralympic Games: Focusing on Photographs
and the Sections in which they were Published

Shohei KOBAYASHI

(The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center)

This study looks at photographs related to the Paralympics which were published
in Japanese newspapers during the Rio de Janeiro Paralympic Games. It analyzes
how athletes with a disability are portrayed in these photographs, and looks at
elements that characterized the newspaper reporting. The findings are as follows.

(D An examination of which newspaper section featured each photo showed that
photos appeared most frequently in the sports pages (48.9%), followed by human /
general interest story pages (23.0%), then the front page, the special features
section, and lastly, other sections.

(2 Categorizing the photos by the facial expression of the athlete showed serious
facial expressions were the most numerous (45.0%), followed by an almost equal
number of smiling faces or expressions of joy (42.7%), then by expressionless
faces, expressions of sadness, and lastly, expressions with no defining
characteristic. Around 90% of the photos were composed of serious expressions
captured while the athlete was competing, medalists, the moments after winning
a competition, or scenes from the opening and closing ceremonies of athletes
smiling or enjoying the ceremonies. However, with athletes who were expected
to win a gold medal but did not, photos were featured of expressions of sadness.

@3 Of the setting of the photos, more than half (52.6%) were taken during
competitions, followed by other moments (295%), the opening and closing
ceremonies, and lastly, medal presentations.

@ Regarding whether or not the athlete's disability was depicted, 67.2% of photos
showed the disability and 32.8% did not.

® The five most common sports featured in the photos were athletics (26.7%),

swimming (129 photos, or 19.6%), wheelchair tennis (125%), judo (105%), and
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boccia (5.8%). Athletics and swimming competitions were held for an extended
period during the Games, and the large number of media reports on wheelchair
tennis, judo, and boccia were seen after the Japanese team won medals in these
sports.
Differences in reporting based on the section of the newspaper showed that in
the sports pages, photos mainly appeared in the context of the results of the
Games, and many photos showed athletes competing with serious expressions.
The sports section also featured the greatest number of photos showing the
athlete’s disability. Photos in the general interest story pages mainly showed
athletes smiling or looking happy, and had the least difference in the number of
male and female athletes.
An analysis based on the gender of the athletes showed that male athletes
appeared in 52.1% of photos, female athletes in 26.9%, and both appeared in 21.0%.
Male athletes often appeared while competing and with serious expressions.
Female athletes were often shown in the human interest story pages, in scenes
other than during competitions, smiling or with expressions of enjoyment. This
reflects the results of previous research, but may also be explained by the fact
that fewer female athletes won medals in the Rio Paralympics.
An analysis of the photos based on nationality showed that the non-Japanese
athletes featured were athletes with exceptional records, or those who competed
in both the Olympics and Paralympics, and showed them competing with serious
facial expressions. There were almost the same number of photos of athletes
whose participation in the Games were affected by human rights issues or by
war, and they were shown smiling or looking happy. Finally, the athlete’s

disability could be seen in a high percentage of photos of non-Japanese athletes.
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