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Symposium
The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center and
Olympic and Paralympic Project Promotion Section, Waseda University

— Linkage of Olympics and Paralympics —

Date: Sunday, March 5, 2017, 13 : 00—16 : 30

Venue: Ono Auditorium, Waseda University

Participants: 126

Organized by:  The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center

Co-organized by: Olympic and Paralympic Project Promotion Section, Waseda University
Supported by:  Tokyo Metropolitan Government, WOWOW INC.

Cooperated by: The Tokyo Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games

Objective

As the name the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games 2020 symbolizes, the Paralympics are now an event
that is linked to the Olympics. However, from their beginnings, the Olympics and Paralympics have had
different histories, and the Paralympics have led a complicated path to adopting their present organizing style.
Furthermore, as sports for people with disabilities, the Paralympics have elements that differ from the Olympics
in their principles and operation. To reflect on the history, and based on this, to examine the current situation
and discuss future issues, we held an international symposium co-organized with the Olympic and Paralympic

Project Promotion Section, Waseda University.
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Program

13: 00 Opening Address

Kazuo Ogoura, the Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center

Keynote Speech

“Value of the Paralympics”

Hon. Hakubun Shimomura, Member of the House of Representatives, Japan

1* Session

“The IPC and IOC relationship historically and some of its implications for the Paralympic Games and
Movement”
Dr. Ian Brittain, Coventry University, UK
“The Future of the Paralympic and Olympic Games; Convergence, Divergence or Stasis?”
Dr. David Legg, Mount Royal University, Canada
“The Asian and the practical context - reflecting on the 1988 and forthcoming 2018, 2020 and 2022
Dr. Justin Y. Jeon, Yonsei University, South Korea
“Linkage of Olympics and Paralympics for the Tokyo 2020”
Dr. Motoaki Fujita, Nihon Fukushi University, Japan

Coffee Break
15 10]

15:10| 2" Session Panel Discussion
Moderator: Dr. Yoshiyuki Mano, Waseda University
Panelists: Dr. Tan Brittain
Dr. David Legg
Dr. Justin Y. Jeon
Dr. Motoaki Fujita
Dr. Hiroaki Funahashi, Waseda University
Kazuo Ogoura

Eri Yamamoto-MacDonald, the Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center

16 : 25 Closing Address Dr. Yoshiyuki Mano
16 : 30 End of Symposium

28



P&, Abstract
F 3% Keynote Speech

Value of the Paralympics

Hakubun Shimomura
Member of the House of Representatives, Japan

Former Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

As the target year of the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games to be held in 2020 approaches, Japan is alive
with various projects and initiatives aimed at communicating to the world its aspirations to become a sports
nation where all people can lead happy and fulfilling lives, to create a future through culture and art, and to

showcase innovation that is uniquely Japanese.

For a mature nation to create a truly lasting legacy, it is important for individuals and organizations alike to
share their ideas and demonstrate synergies through close cooperation. At the Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964,
Japan was able to stand alongside other developed countries as a country with advanced technology, thanks to
the remarkable development achieved through the efforts of our forefathers in the years following Japan's
recovery from war. Today again, Japan is demonstrating its ability to recover from devastation, this time from
an unprecedented powerful earthquake. As we realize strength and depth anew in various areas where we can
take pride in the world, we believe the upcoming Olympic Games offer an ideal opportunity to demonstrate at
home and abroad our mastery in solving problems including the creation of advanced technology and the

delivery of meticulous services in a way that only Japan can.

The problems our country faces today are also pressing problems shared by people of countries the world
over, and the approaches we are taking to deal with these problems are attracting attention. Japan has
preceded other countries of the world in entering an aged society, and promoting urban development that
includes barrier-free design, the formation of vibrant communities, and lifestyle reforms are essentially the
embodiment of an advanced welfare state where all people can thrive as individuals and achieve their own

pursuit of happiness, whether or not they have disabilities.

For a long time the Paralympics were placed under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare and remained separate from the Olympics. In 2014, however, while I was still serving as Minister of
Education, I placed the Paralympics under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology to promote the integration of these games with the Olympics. In the future, to further
accelerate the participation of precious human resources in society, and at the same time to ensure that they
are recognized and remunerated in the manner they deserve, irrespective of whether they have disabilities, I
believe this arrangement will further enhance the excellent development of human resources and lead to a

constructive national strategy.
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The image of Paralympic athletes relentlessly challenging their abilities while contending with their
disabilities awakens people’s dreams and gives them inspiration and courage. By improving the environment
that supports the stage of this inspiration, by sufficiently demonstrating the boundless energy of Japan as a
country committed to building a better future through overcoming its difficulties, by demonstrating a spirit of
cooperation in achieving efforts while showing compassion and mutual support, by demonstrating the attraction
of Japan derived from a spirit of respect and praise for others regardless of victory or defeat, and by having the
Japanese people themselves once more become aware again of the magnificence of their country, I firmly
believe the year 2020 will be an important year that will mark what may be called a historical turning point in

a brilliant future.
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The IPC and IOC relationship historically and some of its
implications for the Paralympic Games and Movement

Dr. Ian Brittain

Research Fellow, Centre for Business in Society, Coventry University, UK

This presentation will be split into two halves. The first half will highlight some of the key points in history
that have led to the current relationship that exists between the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) and
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) . The second half of the presentation will highlight some of the
implications of the current IPC - IOC relationship, both positive and negative, for the future of both the

relationship itself and the organisation of the Paralympic Games and Movement going forward.

Links between the Olympic Movement and the fledgling disability sport movement actually stretch all the
way back to the very first Stoke Mandeville Games in 1948, although it has to be said that the link was
somewhat one directional. It is unlikely that the IOC was even aware of the Games at Stoke at that time.
However, through the drive of the Games founder, Dr Ludwig Guttmann, and the increasing success of the
Stoke Mandeville Games a fledgling relationship between the two movements began. Early links include the
award of the Fearnley Cup in 1956 and the hosting of the first two Paralympic Games in the Olympic host city,
but it the real start of the relationship was borne out of conflict over the use of Olympic terminology by the
disability sport movement in the late 1970s and early 1980s (e. g. the Winter Olympics for the Disabled in
1976) , which led to threats of legal action by the IOC. However, this struggle did actually start the process of
the disability sports movement seeking official recognition by the IOC, a process that would eventually lead to
the formation of the International Paralympic Committee, the return of the Paralympic Games to being held in
the Olympic host city from 1988 and a series of co-operative agreements that stabilised the financial future of

the Paralympic Games and Movement.

In the second half of the presentation I will outline some of the implications, both positive and negative, of the
relationship with the IOC for the Paralympic Games and Movement. On the positive side, as mentioned above, it
led to the formation of the IPC, a return to the same host city and venues as the Olympic Games, increased
media coverage of the Paralympic Games and more recently the introduction of new laws by host countries
aimed at improving the lives of people with disabilities. In terms of possible negative implications I question the
motives of the IOC (inclusion or control) for its relationship with the Paralympic Movement and look at the
impact of the move towards an Olympic elite sport model for the Paralympic Games and how this might impact
upon those Paralympians with the highest levels of impairment. I finish up by briefly looking at the events

surrounding the Rio 2016 and what they might mean for the relationship between the two movements.
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I conclude by discussing the potential reliance of the IPC on their relationship with the IOC, and how easily
that relationship can be tested by differences of opinion, given the differing priorities and relative strengths of
the two organisations. Tokyo 2020 clearly has an important role to play in defining what the future relationship

between the two movements going forward may actually look like.
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The Future of the Paralympic and Olympic Games;
Convergence, Divergence or Stasis?

Dr. David Legg

Professor, Mount Royal University, Canada

This presentation will build upon the historical review by Dr. Brittain and present future options for the
inter-relationships between the Olympic and Paralympic Games. This will include closer integration between
the two organizations, status quo from the most recent IOC-IPC agreement or the two Games being offered
independently. Potential implications, in particular for the Paralympic movement and Games, will then be

discussed.

At the 2010 Vancouver Paralympic Games, Dr. Robert Steadward, former President of the International
Paralympic Committee suggested that it might be time for the Olympic and Paralympic Games to consider a
further step along their evolution whereby the two Games be held at the same time and using the same venues.

Sir Philip Craven, current President of the IPC disagreed suggesting that if it's not broke why fix it.

Underlying this discussion are several questions such as whether the Paralympic Games “Identity Games”
such as Gay Games, Macabia Games for the Jewish faith or can and should disability be a legitimate category of
sport such as gender and weight. Some might suggest that the separation of the Games is morally suspect at its
very core and the continued ghetto-ization of persons with a disability is abhorrent. Women, different ethnic
groups, sexual orientation, among other “minority” groups are not considered anything other than Olympians so
why should persons with a disability? Those who speak against a merger point to the possibility that events for
athletes with disability would be cut or minimized. A very different perspective is that perhaps there is an
appetite to host the two Games in different cities. Would a mid-sized global city, wanting an opportunity to
improve accessibility on a massive scale and knowing that it is too small to host an Olympic Games, be
interested in hosting a Summer Paralympic Games for the same goals that many cities now host Olympic

Games - to improve infrastructure, mobilize its citizens and improve international profile?

Other models to consider include the Commonwealth Games which include athletes with a disability into their
sport program (albeit in only a few events) with the athletes respected and recognized as full members. World
Cup events are another example where events are held separately for men and women, yet are both recognized
as World Cup events. A third alternative option is to perhaps have events for athletes with disability included

with the Olympic framework and have the Paralympic Games continue at different times and venues.
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It is these various options that will be considered in this presentation recognizing the pros and cons for each,

both within the Paralympic movement and the broader disability and sport contexts.
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The Asian and the practical context - reflecting on the 1988
and forthcoming 2018, 2020 and 2022

Dr. Justin Y. Jeon

Professor, Yonsei University, South Korea

It has already been almost 30 years since the 1988 Seoul Paralympic Games. In 2018, South Korea will host
another Paralympic Games in PyeongChang, and this time it is a winter Paralympic Games. Other than it is a
Winter Paralympic Games, there are few but very importance differences between two Games: 1988 Seoul

Paralymic Games vs. 2018 PyeongChang Paralympic Games.

In 1988 Seoul Paralympic Games, there was no such thing as IPC -IOC Agreement not even IPC. IPC was
first founded in 1989 in Duesseldorf in Germany and therefore, the Organizing Committee of Seoul Paralympic
Games had to work with International Co-ordination Committee of World Sports Organizations for the Disabled
(ICC) . From the organizing committee's point of view, working with ICC was challenging but interesting.
Since ICC or IOC did not have tight control over the organization of the Paralympic Games, there was more
room for the organizing committee to implement their ideas and virtue. On the other hand, there was much
difficulty in organizing the games since there was no such thing as ‘knowledge transfer from previous games’ or
Master schedule. Regardless of these challenges and difficulties, the Seoul Paralympic Games was very
successful Games which made very impressive domestic and also international legacies. Right before the 1988
Seoul Paralympic Games, the Paralympic Games were organized in two different countries because Los Angeles,
USA refused to organize the Paralympic Games along with 1984 Summer Olympic Games (no IPC-IOC
agreement) . However, ICC did not have strong governing authority, nor did it have strong support from the
public. In the 1988 Seoul Paralympic Games, the same venues were used for both the Olympic and Paralympic
Games, echoing the 1964 Tokyo Games. As a result of the huge success of the 1988 Seoul Paralympic Games,
along with many other factors, the IPC was established with its first elected president, Dr. Robert D. Steadward,

from Canada.

Now, South Korea is about to host another Paralympic Games in PyeongChang in 2018. This time, it is very
different from 30 years ago. Now, we have IPC-IOC agreement and organizing committee, started from the
bidding process, has to think about how Paralympic Games should be organized. Unlike we had two separate
organizing committee for Paralympic and Olympic Games in 1988, we now have one organizing committee
responsible for hosting both Olympic and Paralympic Game. Furthermore, IPC and IOC have an agreement and
now we have two organizations telling us what and how to do it, with very tight protocols and detailed manuals
and checklists. It is much more efficient that one organization is responsible for organizing both games.

However, what if the organizing committee pay more attention to the Olympic Games rather than the
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Paralympic Games; something that they would never admit it. Certainly, there is much better protocols to follow

with IOC and IPC supports compared with 30 years ago. However, does it guarantee better Games?

Can PyeongChang make difference again like 19887 Although most venues are ready, and already
successfully completed test events, we are currently challenged with low budget and low interest of general
public. There is no doubt that South Korea will host game successfully. However, there are many challenges for
the PyeongChang 2018 Games to leave legacy as Seoul 1988 did, 30 years ago. We need to use most out of next

one year.
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Linkage of Olympics and Paralympics for the Tokyo 2020

Dr. Motoaki Fujita

Professor, Nihon Fukushi University, Japan

To consider cooperation between the Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games, it is useful to consider

approaches from a philosophical level, practical level, and an awareness level.

Japan has previous experience hosting the Paralympics in Tokyo in 1964 and in Nagano in 1998. At the time
of the 1972 Sapporo Winter Olympics, however, Winter Paralympics did not yet exist. Therefore, the 2020
Olympics will be Japan’s third time to host the Paralympics. In the previous two Paralympics, cooperation at
neither the philosophical level nor the practical level was evident. At the practical level, the organizing
committee of the Paralympics was different from that of the Olympics at both events. The organizing committee
of the Tokyo Games for the Physically Handicapped in 1964 consisted of representatives of the then Ministry of
Health and Welfare, the Japan Medical Association, and various organizations for persons with disabilities. The
organizing committee for the 1998 Nagano Paralympics also consisted mainly of representatives from the
Ministry of Health and Welfare, Japan Sports Association for the Disabled, Nagano Prefecture Social Department
and from the Nagano Prefecture Welfare Department. The problem with the uniforms for the Japanese team in
the Nagano Paralympics may be viewed as a symbolic incident. At this time, many people were aware of the
presence of the Paralympics, but the Paralympics had not yet reached the stage where cooperation of both

organizations was being considered.

The 2020 Tokyo Olympics is different from previous events in that both organizing committees for the Tokyo
Olympics and Paralympics are cooperating at a practical level. This may be viewed as an outcome of the
agreement exchanged between the IOC and IPC in 2001. Furthermore, both Olympians and Paralympians have
jointly engaged in activities from the time the campaign to host the Olympics and Paralympics was launched.
There is also a view that unless the Paralympics is successful, the Tokyo Olympics will not be successful.
Olympic Education is now also referred to as Olympic and Paralympic Education. It can also be assumed that a
philosophy of “let’s do it together” is developing. However, on the issue as to why both sides need to work
together, cooperation may not have reached the level of working together with an understanding of the

differences in both movements.

The awareness of the Japanese people too may have stalled at that point. Although there has been
integration, inclusion has yet to be achieved. While there is meaning in doing things together, if the idea that
just doing things together is good enough, this view may be obstructing the understanding of both

organizations.
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Media coverage of the Paralympics by newspapers, television, and online is increasing every year. On the
other hand, understanding and interest in the Paralympics have not progressed much. According to a survey
conducted at the end of last year, the number of people who are familiar with words such as boccia has
increased but there has been little change in regard to the understanding of people with disabilities or interest

in the Paralympics.

If differences in both organizations are understood and cooperation to overcome these differences can be seen
at a philosophical level, this will become an important Paralympic legacy and we will move closer to realizing
Paralympics value. It is hoped that the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics will change the perception of Paralympians

from representatives of the “people with disabilities” to “representatives of all people.”
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Panel Discussion

Moderator: Dr. Yoshiyuki Mano, Waseda University

Panelists: Dr. Ian Brittain

Dr. David Legg

Dr. Justin Y. Jeon

Dr. Motoaki Fujita

Dr. Hiroaki Funahashi, Waseda University

Kazuo Ogoura, The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center

Eri Yamamoto-MacDonald, The Nippon Foundation Paralympic Support Center

Mano: Now, I would like to commence the second session of the panel discussion. The first person to take the

podium is Ms. Yamamoto. Please start by introducing yourself briefly.

Yamamoto: I am Eri Yamamoto-MacDonald, and I am a project leader of the Nippon Foundation Paralympic
Support Center. When I mention the name MacDonald, people often ask me if I belong to McDonald's [fast food
chain] . My husband is Canadian and I also studied in Canada at the University of Alberta, which is a state
university of Alberta. I am very happy that today we have many connections with Canada.

At the Paralympic Support Center, I am in charge of projects for Paralympic education in particular. I also
hope to take part in the 2020 Paralympics as a power lifter, and I am currently training for this. Therefore,

today I would like to speak briefly from the viewpoint of education as well as from the viewpoint of an athlete.

Mano: Thank you very much, Ms. Yamamoto. Without further ado, I would now like to commence our panel
discussion. In Japan, there had been hardly any education on the Paralympics. As Dr. Fujita mentioned in his
presentation earlier, the Paralympics have at last been included in school curriculum guidelines. Schools may
have in fact covered the Paralympics previously but they had never been officially included in school curriculum
guidelines. These efforts are beginning to reap results. Some people are showing interest in the addition of some
Paralympic events in the Olympic Games. As with the Nagano Winter Games, Olympic and Paralympic teams
have worn the same uniforms, and in other games, Olympic and Paralympic athletes have worn uniforms with
different designs. With the victory parades, following the London Games, Japan held the Olympic and
Paralympic parades on separate days, while after the Rio Games, both parades were held on the same day.
Furthermore, there are people who think that the opening and closing ceremonies should be celebrated
together.

As the examples I just mentioned demonstrate, linkage between the Olympics and Paralympics is different
for each element and dimension. Therefore, I believe generalizations are difficult, and that discussions should

focus separately on individual elements and dimensions. With that in mind, I would like to hear the opinions of
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our respective panelists in regard to linkage between the Olympics and Paralympics. To begin, I would like to

ask Ms. Yamamoto.

Yamamoto: On the subject of linkage between the Olympics and Paralympics, I would first like to say a few
words from the perspective of Paralympic education. On February 21, we released a learning tool for the
Paralympics called “TmPOSSIBLE”. This is an IPC-approved learning tool and was created with the cooperation
of the IPC, the Agitos Foundation, the Japanese Paralympic Committee, and the Nippon Foundation Paralympic
Support Center. We also have an international version but we decided to announce the Japanese version first on
February 21.

Initially we had a difficult time deciding on whether to link the Olympics and Paralympics or to feature the
Paralympics exclusively. Eventually, we decided to create a learning tool that focused on the Paralympics. Our
rationale was that there were already many learning tools for the Olympics and Paralympics, and we had a look
at many of these. In doing so, we got the impression that either the amount of material on the Paralympics was
meager or the details concerning the Paralympics were inaccurate, and that the Paralympics were not well
known, or were seen as an event with little content.

There is a learning tool known as OVEP for the Olympics but no such tool exists for the Paralympics.
Therefore, we came to the conclusion that this was why people had little understanding of the Paralympics in
the first place. Therefore, in Japan we also decided to create a learning tool that focused solely on the
Paralympics.

We produced this “I'mPOSSIBLE” tool as the Japanese version, and there is a reason for making this
particular version “the Japanese version.” After creating the international version, we tried translating it into
Japanese as it was, but there was considerable content that was difficult for Japanese teachers to teach students
using this material. There was no accompanying teaching plan and, consequently, it turned out to be a learning
tool that seemed to be urging teachers to teach about the Paralympics before they themselves had an
understanding of what the Paralympics were all about.

Therefore, we published “I'mPOSSIBLE” in a form that was localized as much as possible for use in Japan.
This text will be distributed from the middle to the end of April in elementary schools nationwide, targeting
fifth and sixth grade students. Therefore, from the viewpoint of education, we decided to separate the

Paralympics from the Olympics, and this time, took the bold step of creating a learning tool of this nature.

Mano: The name “I'mPOSSIBLE” is certainly unique.

Yamamoto: The title was actually inspired by the closing ceremony of the Winter Paralympic Games in Sochi.
First, the word “impossible” appeared, and then an athlete in a wheelchair came on the scene. The athlete

“wen

climbed over the word and added an apostrophe between the “i” and the “m,” converting the word from
“impossible” to “I'm possible.” We can make possible even those things we believe to be impossible. That is what

the Paralympics are all about, and this became the title expressing the possibility and value of the Paralympics.

Mano: Thank you very much. Dr. Fujita, what do you think about linkage between the Olympics and

Paralympics? According to the data presented earlier, there were four proposals but there seemed to be little
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difference between them.

Fujita: T agree. As I mentioned earlier, I think people are unsure what criteria to use as a base for their
decisions. There needs to be a good understanding of the principles of the Olympics, the principles of the
Paralympics and their movements, and their differences and similarities. Once these are understood, I think
linkage between the two will be possible. Therefore, if we are to realize the principles, I believe we should
consider whether the two should be linked now or 10 years from now, and in what ways they can be linked.
For example, a shared element is in the Fundamental Principles of Olympism, which states that the practice
of sport is a human right, requiring mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play,
without discrimination of any kind including race, religion, political views, gender or other reasons. Of course,
the Paralympics also aim for an inclusive society, and the fundamental principles expressly state that through
sport, Para athletes challenge stereotypes and transform attitudes, helping to increase inclusion by breaking
down social barriers and discrimination towards people with an impairment. This aspect is shared by the
Olympics and Paralympics. Therefore, there needs to be a good understanding that there are shared and

different areas, in order to work on strategies.

Mano: Earlier the speakers discussed the importance of “why” in their respective presentations, but what are

the objectives when considering linkage?

Fujita: The aim of the Paralympics is to create a society where people with disabilities can also engage in
sports normally. While this applies equally to all people from children to the elderly, we need to consider what
kind of linkage is preferable, when is a good time for linkage to take place, and what approaches to linkage are
available.

For example, if the objective is to convey the message in a sensational or very impressive way, the opening
ceremonies could be held together. On the other hand, if the plan is to proceed for the time being in a step-by-
step fashion, to offer opportunities to athletes with substantial disabilities to engage in sports, I believe it would
be better to try to realize these principles by having the Paralympics hold their own games. This way of

thinking is essential.

Mano: Dr. Brittain, you spoke earlier about the history of the Paralympics and Olympics in a manner that was
very easy to understand. Could you please tell us your own view on linkage and integration between the

Olympics and Paralympics?

Brittain: You can answer the question on many different levels. You can answer the question on a philosophical
level. You can answer the question on a practical level. Starting probably with the easiest one, if we are talking
about putting both games together in one games, the practical answer would be, well, if we look at all of the
cities that are now refusing to bid for the Olympic Games on a cost basis, if you integrate the two games,
theoretically you are talking about having more venues, having a bigger Olympic and Paralympic village.
Therefore, from a practical perspective, really you would probably get even less people bidding to host the

Games.
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On a philosophical level, I still do not actually believe that the Paralympics have reached a level whereby if
we integrated the two they would not just disappear under a cloak of Olympic invisibility. I think people would
just go back to talking about the Olympics, but when they talked about the Olympics, they would be talking

about just the non-disabled sportsmen and women.

Mano: Dr. Legg, you mentioned earlier that perhaps there is the alternative of separation. Can you explain your

views on this point?

Legg: Building upon what Ian stated, I disagree that the Paralympics would be lost or Paralympians would be
lost in an Olympic context. I say that in part watching television viewing audiences of traditional sports
decrease in a North American context. For the first time in a long time, viewers of the National Football
League, so Gridiron football in the United States decreased this year, but what is increasing is viewership for
Red Bull events or X Games events. Therefore, I ponder and I would perhaps suggest that events for athletes
with a disability might actually find a niche following within the Olympic Games, and because they are different
and unique, actually garner more support than other pundits think. I think there is an alternative opportunity
for athletes with disabilities to be included within the Olympic umbrella, and because of their uniqueness and
therefore their marketability, because they would allow a company to differentiate themselves by attaching
themselves to a person who is “different,” I think there is actually a huge upside and possibility for perhaps a lot

more growth than many people could think.

Mano: So, the risk is that if the Olympics and Paralympics are completely integrated, the games may become
too large in scale, and costs will expand and from another perspective, as noted by Professor Fujita, if in
principle there is to be no discrimination based on gender or disability, for example, able-bodied people can be
allowed to participate in wheelchair rugby or able-bodied people can be allowed to play blind soccer. In this
case, there will be integration of separate sports into a single sport. Am I to understand that there is such a

possibility, Dr. Legg?

Legg: No, I think there would still be a need for a classification system to provide equitable and fair competition.
I think in some sports you could, in Canada, for instance, with wheelchair basketball, able-bodied people are able
to play to the national level. I think there is an example. I think with technology advancing at a rapid rate, you
could potentially see greater competitions among and between people with disabilities.

The concern with that, and Ian made reference to this in his presentation, is that it continues to minimize
those with more severe disabilities so that we only perpetuate the promotion of those who have disabilities that
are the most able-bodied like. Therefore, I think there is that concern. I mean, women did not run in a marathon
until 1984. African-Americans played in a separate Negro League in baseball in the United States I think until
the 1930s or something like that. I think it is an evolutionary process and disability as a social divider I would
anticipate will continue to be broken down so that at some point, in the same way that ethnic diversity has
been broken down and the same way that gender diversity has been broken down, it will simply come to
happen. I think it is just an evolutionary process that is taking its time and will eventually come together and

there will not be Olympians and Paralympians. They will be Olympians. That is a personal opinion. That is not

42



an organizational perspective by any stretch of the imagination. That is simply me guessing what I foresee

happening in the not so distant future perhaps.

Mano: Dr. Jeon, please tell us your opinion on linkage between the Olympics and Paralympics.

Jeon: I think just echoing some of my presentation content, it really depends on the level of countries whether
they can benefit from the integration. For example, in Korea right now we are talking about the integration of
KPC with the KOC and personally I am against it. The reason is the increase of our budget in last 10 years.
Until 2005 there was a lot of discrimination or ignorance or lack of interest toward the people with a disability
and also sports, but since 2005 when the KPC moved from the welfare to the sports, there is a huge change that
we see. Therefore, we see the imbalance now is becoming balanced. If now we change to a full integration of
both, I think we are going to see going backward because we are not ready yet.

I think that is something that we will see and witness in many countries. Like UK, Japan, and Canada, there
will be no problem up to certain degree of integration. People’s awareness and people’s level is there to accept
the fact. But in many other countries around the world, the moment that they integrate it, then it will be very
harmful for the Paralympic movement. Therefore, just talking about the integration and the linkage between
those two could be very dependent upon the level of country’s development.

However, saying that, I have a very unique experience knowing about the Seoul Paralympics Games and then
also the PyeongChang Paralympics Games. In 2014, we had the Asian Games, if you remember. In Incheon, we
had the Asian Games. At the same time, we had the Asian Para Games. PyeongChang Games is fully integrated.
Seoul Games was not integrated, but they were at least helpful to each other because we care for each other.
However, in Incheon Games, OCA did not want Incheon to host the Asian Para Games. They were against it.
They threatened us. If we do not pay $30 million to the OCA, they were not going to allow for Incheon to host
the Asian Para Games. Therefore, no linkage sometimes is better than some linkage if they do not understand
each other.

This is something that we have to think about. If we are going into a full integration or the integration with
an animosity mindset or full integration with a good mind, so something to think about. It is not a perfect

answer for your question, but that is something that I can talk about.

Mano: Thank you very much. Now, Mr. Ogoura, as you heard Dr. Jeon stated, there are many differences in
level between countries. The candidates for the 2024 games are mature countries with a city like Tokyo. What

is your opinion in this regard?

Ogoura: I believe the problem of the levels of countries just mentioned is quite significant. According to our
calculation, there are 89 countries that did not win any medals at the London Games. By this, I do not mean
gold medals, but countries that did not win a single medal. At the Rio de Janeiro Paralympic Games, 77
countries did not win a single medal. In other words, for close to half of the participating countries, participation
in the games is not associated with winning medals. Therefore, as Dr. Jeon stated, when we consider integration
or linkage of the Olympics and Paralympics, I believe we need to carefully consider the merits to be achieved

and from whose perspective in discussing the issue.
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On the other hand, from my viewpoint, the most significant problem is the issue of the identity of the
Paralympics itself. The reason I mention this is that although none of the speakers brought up the subject of
the Deaflympics and Special Olympics, international games for people with disabilities include the Deaflympics,
so that in fact there is a separate Olympics for people with hearing impairments. Therefore, when we consider
integration, shouldn't we first give consideration to integrating the Paralympics with the Deaflympics before
integrating the able-bodied Olympics with the Paralympics? How would the Special Olympics stand in relation
to the other games? I believe there is a slight problem in suddenly considering integration of able-bodied people
and people with disabilities without considering the pros and cons of integrating international sports events for
people with disabilities.

When we consider the identity of sports for people with disabilities, and the identity of the Paralympics, and
question why only the Deaflympics are separate, I believe there is an element of the Deaflympics making
significant efforts to value the identity of people with deafness or hearing impairments. Therefore, I believe we
must give consideration to how we must consider this issue too.

I also believe the word identity is important from the viewpoint of sports. For example, sports like Goalball
and Boccia are in a sense sports developed expressly for people with disabilities. When we consider how to
expand, in the future, sports developed for people with disabilities, deciding on how to view such sports in the
context of the Olympics is extremely difficult. I believe we must consider the identity of these types of sports.

Finally, there is the impact of technological advances, which may be an area that interests Professor Mano.
Unless we consider the kind of impact advances in technology will have, I do not believe we can discuss the
issue of integration. I am not only talking about Oscar Pistorius. For example, the Deaflympics excludes people
who use hearing aids. In a similar way, it is conceivable that specific technologies may be excluded from the
Paralympics. We must also consider how to approach advances in technology, to truly discuss the integration of

the Olympics and Paralympics.

Mano: Thank you very much. In the third paragraph of his paper, Dr. David Legg raises the point that there
are various views such as whether the Paralympic Games are “identity games” like the Gay Games, or the
Maccabiah Games for people of the Jewish faith, and whether disabilities are a practical way of separating
sports into categories, as with gender or weight. In addition, Mr. Ogoura states that future technology must also

be taken into consideration. Dr. Funahashi, what is your view?

Funahashi: I did a comprehensive study of the views of athletes in Japan and other countries in regard to
linkage between the Olympics and Paralympics. It was not original research but was based on various articles
that I collected to get an overall picture of trends. I found that those in favor of linkage expressed views such
as: “it will increase the level of attention on the Paralympics”; “it will bring economic capital to the Paralympics,
and accelerate the Paralympic movement”; and “it will bring about the embodiment of a coexisting society.” On
the other hand, those in favor of a more cautious approach toward linkage expressed views such as “the
athletes’ pride and identity as Paralympians will be lost”, and on a more practical level, “integration is not
realistic from a practical viewpoint because of the enormous scale the games have grown to already.”

Essentially, when we consider factors such as economic efficiency and the principles of the IPC, integration is

ideal, but we must not lose the unique identity of Para athletes, and holding fully integrated games would be
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extremely difficult from a practical viewpoint. Therefore, rather than holding various practical discussions on
how the games themselves can be held in a fully integrated manner, I believe that deepening the linkage of the
I0C and IPC, two organizations with completely different roots, or deepening the linkage between movements,
can take full advantage of sports’ unique capability in disseminating information, a kind of amplifying ability,
and I believe how to communicate a symbolically meaningful message to society is extremely important.

For example, after the receipt of the Olympic flames at Olympia in Greece and at the Stoke Mandeville
Hospital, there could be a fusion of the flames of the torchbearers at some location before it goes on to light the
Olympic cauldron. Another possibility is not to extinguish the Olympic flame at the closing ceremony of the
Olympic Games, but to keep it burning until the closing ceremony of the Paralympic Games. I believe that what

is important is for both organizations to convey a message to society through something symbolic.

Mano: The IOC and IPC were just mentioned. You may remember that at the Rio Games, there were
differences in how the two organizations handled the participation of Russia over the doping issue. If any of the
panelists know about linkage between the IOC and IPC at the Seoul Games in 1988, the Vancouver Games in

2010, and the London Games in 2012, please share it with us. How about you, Dr. Legg and Dr. Jeon?

Legg: I think you are looking for examples of where the IOC and the IPC have worked together in different
games. I think there are lots of perhaps small and symbolic ways that continue to progress leading towards a
coming together. In Vancouver as an example, one of the board members of the organizing committee was a
representative of the Paralympic Games. They flew the IOC and the IPC flags together for the entire two
Games. They had I think for the first time a countdown clock for the Paralympic Games. I think for the first
time they launched the mascots together. They still had a separate mascot for the Paralympic Games, but they
were launched as equal big fuzzy things, but they were considered equal. I think you can see all these little
examples. The London 2012 logos are in the same configuration, but having either the Olympic Rings or the
three agitos. These are examples of how the host organizing committee through the IPC and the IOC continue
to work together towards a greater relationship. That was your question?

Justin, have you noticed that happening with PyeongChang?

Jeon: I think in the practical level we see many things that IPC and IOC work together in the organizing
committee just like the launching of the mascot and then different events, but still there is much work to be
done. Just for one example, in the 1988 Seoul Paralympic Games, Dr. Kim Un-yong, the former vice president of
1I0C, officially he was not a part of the Paralympic Organizing Committee, but unofficially he is the one who
linked some companies and then the media campaign to work together for the Seoul Paralympic Games. Before
the IPC and IOC agreement, that cooperation between the IPC and IOC was on the personal level. If the leaders
have interest towards the people with a disability or the Paralympic movement they work together. However,
then after the IPC-IOC agreement I think it changed. Now it is systematic that they have to work together
whether they like it or not, so I think that is a very important change that we see before the agreement and
after the agreement, but then the only thing that I can remember was that Dr. Kim Un-yong helping the Seoul

Paralympic Games.
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Brittain: Just two quick other examples that I thought of while these two were speaking are that the I0OC
evaluation commission for each Olympic Games actually has an IPC member sitting on it, so there is
collaboration there. Also, IPC staff actually visit Lausanne to get training from IOC staff members in their own

functional areas.

Mano: Thank you very much. Ultimately, it comes back to the unique value of the Paralympics. A slightly
different point, as the third point in our discussion, is that records achieved in the Paralympics are expected to
further approximate those achieved in the Olympics in the future due to advances in technological innovation.
The question is, when this happens, how will physicality come to terms with technology. We must also consider
the issue of technological advancement from the viewpoint of fairness. This is a topic often considered when the

prospect of integration arises. What is your opinion, Ms. Yamamoto?

Yamamoto: First of all, from the viewpoint of Para athletes, the improvement in Paralympic records is often
attributed to technological advances, but this is not always the case. When I met Heinrich Popow, who is a
track and field athlete from Germany who underwent an above-the-knee amputation, he told me that the more
technology advances, the more the athletes need to train in a manner to accommodate these advances.

For example, if people ask whether it would be possible to run faster just by changing jogging shoes, the
answer would be no. Physical training to accommodate the shoes is necessary. I remember well how he often
told me that as an athlete he had to train physically in his own way in tandem with advances in technology.

Like Olympic athletes, Para athletes also aim to further raise their records over and over again by going
higher, faster, further, and lifting heavier weights. In these circumstances, they aspire to do everything they can
within the rules, and are determined to make every effort possible to win. Therefore, when a Para athlete
becomes the focus of media coverage and references are made such as “it was due to the length of the artificial
legs” or “because the material bounces so well,” I always feel the situation is somewhat different. Instead of such
aspects as these, I wish people would direct their attention to how hard Para athletes drive themselves
physically in their training using prosthetics.

As Dr. David Legg said earlier, each of us Para athletes is different and unique. If only people could direct
their attention to characteristics such as how a certain athlete uses his body, or how he engages in his sport by
using his body to compensate for other deficiencies or a disabled part of the body, I believe the identity of the

Paralympics would become more apparent.

Mano: Dr. Fujita, what do you think?

Fujita: This is a very difficult issue, and I believe it is an issue the sports world as a whole should consider. One
easy approach would be to assign Para athletes and athletes with disabilities to a different class once they
achieved outstanding records, and have them compete in events other than the Olympics. This was what
happened in the wheelchair marathon. In the beginning, wheelchair racers competed together with able-bodied
runners in the Boston Marathon, but when the wheelchair racers became faster, a new class was created for
the wheelchair racers and they were asked to run in that division. Markus Rehm, a long jumper, was also

allowed to compete with other athletes when his record was not as good but as his records began to
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progressively improve, the organizers decided it was time to reconsider.

Cases like these are not limited to athletes with disabilities. For example, there is the case of the Olympian
Caster Semenya, who is an intersex athlete. When the question of how these athletes should be treated arises,
the only way to address it is on an individual case-by-case basis. Therefore, when we consider the issue of
equality, how to measure the gap, where we should compromise, and what area to treat as being equal, may
become aspects that need to be considered including for Olympic athletes.

When this happens, there could be a very significant paradigm shift away from having or not having a
disability. I am not sure what form it will take, but there may be a completely different method of classification,
such as maximum oxygen intake, and athletes with and without disabilities may run together. My
understanding is that advances in technology will challenge us with difficult problems of similar significance. It

is very difficult to say that it will be better to do things a certain way right now, and I do not have answers.

Mano: When we consider what equality is in the first place, I believe there is the aspect of how rigidly and

rigorously to pursue equality. Mr. Ogoura, what is your opinion?

Ogoura: I think Ms. Yamamoto made some very valid points earlier. While it is very important for an athlete to
train physically when trying to enhance competitive skills, there are also methods of introducing technology and
using technically sophisticated equipment. When we consider how to balance the two, I believe a key point is
whether the disability itself is a characteristic of an athlete’s individuality. If we are to consider having a
disability as one trait of a person’s individuality, I believe it extends to a point of view that allows restrictions on
using technology or equipment that overcome or diminish disabilities to the extent that it makes playing the
game very little about the individual's effort.

The reason for this is the same as in the example of the Deaflympics where hearing aids are not allowed, as I
mentioned earlier. This includes prohibition of the use of advanced artificial inner ears - I am not sure if this is
the correct name for them. Having a disability is recognized as a characteristic of the athlete’s individuality, and
that rules based on this rationale, and sports based on those rules, should continue. In the framework of this
perspective, I think advances in technology are treated as a separate issue.

If, then, a sport is considered in the same way as art, and if a disability is considered a characteristic of a
person’s individuality in some types of sports, the conclusion may be drawn that advances in technology that
will crush that individual characteristic should not play a part in the rules of that sport. I believe the key point

here is how we think about these aspects.

Mano: Dr. Jeon, what do you think?

Jeon: I think this is a very difficult question to answer because we do not know how much is because of
technology and how much is because of their physical capacity or capability. One example (and I thought it
was a funny example) is Oscar Pistorius. He is an amputee athlete. He competes in the Olympic Games, so
many people said, “Oh, maybe you have advantage because you have a longer prosthetic,” and he says, “No, this
does not really help. This is my ability to run,” but then in London Games when he was beaten by a Brazilian

athlete who used a longer prosthetic, he blamed the length of the prosthetic. Therefore, it is hard. It is really
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difficult, whether this is due to the technology or is due to the physical ability. I think this is one very important

area of research for the Paralympic movement to focus on in the future.

Mano: Dr. Legg, how about you?

Legg: I think it is a constantly evolving issue. As athletes come up with new and innovative ways to be better,
there are often things that just have not been considered before. This happens in able-bodied sport all the time.
Baseball players would come up with different types of bats and then all of a sudden Major League Baseball
would say, “Oh, wait. We cannot use that style of bat. The advantage is too great,” so they make that change.

In ice hockey in Canada, goal tenders are constantly playing with their equipment to make them slightly
bigger or their jerseys will hang really low in their armpit, so that when they put their arm out, they are
covering more of the net. Then the National Hockey League has to say, “Wait a second. You cannot tailor your
jersey so that it hangs really low in the armpits. You have got to change that.” I suspect it is the same with
Paralympic sports. It is no different than able-bodied sport in the sense that athletes will push the boundaries of
what they can do to enhance their participation. Certainly, the example of drug use and doping is no different in
Paralympic sport than it is in able-bodied sport. Then it is the responsibility of the governing body to say, “Wait
a second. That is changing the fairness.”

I think a good example is wheelchair racing. BMW, I believe, was producing wheelchairs for United States
athletes (I think it was BMW) that were so costly that they were absolutely prohibitive to any other athlete
other than those that were sponsored. Only a very few American athletes that were able to use them, and they
provided such an advantage. I suspect at some point in wheelchair racing, because right now I think the rule
says they have to be commercially available, but that is pretty gray as far as how much they actually have to
cost. I suspect at some point in time they will come up with standards that say the wheelchair has to weigh no
more or no less than this total amount of weight. It can only have this much carbon fiber, etcetera, etcetera. We
just have not gotten to that point yet. Therefore, I think it is just a constantly evolving process, and as more
athletes participate, and more athletes push the boundaries of what is fair, the governing bodies will have to
respond.

I think another perfect example are the swimsuits that athletes were wearing for swimming. I think it was
around 2004 those shark suits, and in Rome at the World Swimming Championships, they broke every record.
Then all of the sudden the swimming governing body went, “Oh, wait a second. We have to change it,” so they
do not allow it anymore. Ironically, all those records that they broke in Rome I think still stand today as the
world records, but they were using equipment that perhaps was inappropriate. Therefore, it is not just

Paralympic sport I think where technology is an issue. I think it is just sport in general.

Mano: Dr. Brittain, what do you think?

Brittain: I would like to look at it from a slightly different perspective. For me, this topic of particularly, say,
prosthetics and Paralympic sport only really became an issue when Oscar Pistorius wanted to run in the
Olympic Games, but I find it a bit ironic because prosthetics were designed for people who have had

amputations effectively to make them look like non-disabled human beings again. When they had a limb
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amputated they somehow became less than human, and so we give them a prosthetic, and again they look like
everybody else. However, then when they want to use that prosthetic to compete against non-disabled athletes,
suddenly they become something more than human, a sort of a cyborg athlete, if you like. I think there is a bit
of almost hypocrisy in there, but if you start to think about that then in terms of medical and technological
developments, well, in 50 years’ time you might be able to argue that there will no longer be disability. The
technology and the medical field will have developed so far that there will be no need for the Paralympic Games

anymore.

Mano: Thank you very much. Now, this is the fourth question. There is the view that in order to leave a legacy
through the Paralympics, it is necessary to deepen the identity of the Paralympics or the principles unique to
the Paralympics. But I would like to ask people’s opinion of the existing value of the Paralympics that does not

exist in the Olympics. I would like start by asking Dr. Funahashi.

Funahashi: In short, I believe it is a kind of power that destroys the prevailing image of people with disabilities.
For example, I believe that when people evaluate a person’s ability, they cannot help but make judgments using
information such as the person’s level of education or the university the person went to as signals of their
ability. In other words, when we do not know a person well, we tend to rely on these kinds of objective
information to determine whether or not that person is competent. When we see a person with disabilities on
the street, I think in many cases our impression - this may be an inappropriate statement - is a fixed image of
that person, an image that makes us feel sorry for him or her, and an image of a person that is receiving aid.
Because able-bodied people and people with disabilities have little opportunity to mix, it is extremely difficult to
change this image in the course of people’s everyday lives.

When I think about it in this way, I believe the Paralympics are very powerful in content that can correct
entrenched views of people with disabilities that may be inaccurate, like signals in the sense of the way that
term is used in economics.

By showing images of athletes competing in international games and their way of life, I believe the
Paralympics offer global content that destroys fixed notions of people with disabilities, precisely by replacing

the impossible with the possible.

Mano: Ms. Yamamoto, what is your opinion? What do you think is the value of the Paralympics?

Yamamoto: As mentioned earlier, this view of people with impairment is still quite prevalent in Japan. I often
go shopping at the supermarket. When I buy a 5-kilogram bag of rice there, the salesperson often expresses
concern and asks me, “Are you okay to carry it home?” However, as an athlete, I lift weights that are ten times
heavier. So, I feel quite deflated upon hearing this because I strongly feel that many preconceived notions about
people with impairment persist: Since they have a disability, they probably can’t do this or that.

Therefore, rather than having people learn through the Paralympics, I believe it is most important for people
to become more aware of disabilities/impairment. When people observe something, they wonder about it and
make conjectures. For example, as noted in the discussion on technology, I believe that having people take the

first step of noticing something and starting to think about it is the real attraction of the Paralympics.
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Having people take notice of the Paralympics and wonder how they work, how the athletes can play a

particular sport, and how they use their bodies are the true values of the Paralympics, I believe.

Mano: Mr. Ogoura, what do you think?

Ogoura: As I grow older, I find I am often in situations similar to those described by Ms. Yamamoto. When I
watch television, there are many people making comments about various remedies based on the assumption
that all elderly people suffer from dementia, and I find this quite troubling. What I would like to say is, frankly
speaking, I believe the Olympics is a world in which the logic is that of the strong. Irrespective of whether
people who are actually involved in the games think so, the views of the people who are watching the games
are focused on performance that is “higher,” “stronger” and “faster,” which is the logic of the strong. Then, there
is also the logic of progress. This logic is not wrong, but in our present capitalist society, such logic already goes
unchallenged.

Of course, this is not a bad thing. Such logic is necessary, but I believe there is room for other logic as well.
Aside from the issue of whether it is acceptable to call people with disabilities, elderly people, victims of
disasters, or LGBT and minorities “weak,” when we think of social impact such as the issue of minorities, the
logic of the strong may be acceptable to people who take part in the games, but in the Paralympics, there are
many important elements, including human connections and ties.

This is easy to understand if we take the blind marathon as an example. Mr. Takahashi, a famous blind
runner, often remarks that he cannot run without an escort runner. He also says that the blind and escort
runners cannot do everything on their own. First, it was necessary for someone to look for an escort runner.
Even if that person found an escort runner, they need to have a place to practice, so it was necessary to have
someone look for a suitable place to practice. He says that about 10 people at least are needed to provide
support to one blind runner.

If we think of the Paralympics as acting as a catalyst for people’s recognition of the significance of social ties,

human connections and similar things, there may be value born through that.

Mano: Dr. Fujita, what is your view?

Fujita: I would like to make three points. The first is the extent to which we will accept diversity. As Mr.
Ogoura said earlier, the Olympics strive for faster, higher, and stronger. Of course, the Paralympics have the
same aspirations. While it is aiming for that, I believe there is an added challenge, and that is to enable people
with as diverse physical attributes as possible to participate in it through sports.

For example, I often give the example of Mr. Nicholas Taylor, the American wheelchair tennis player. His
disability is in his legs, and he uses an electric wheelchair. He can move his feet, so he serves by grasping the
ball with his feet and tossing it into the air. If, for example, he approached us with his electric wheelchair and
said he wanted to play tennis, we might be tempted to say, “Actually, Boccia may be better for you,” but he is
currently playing tennis. He is proving that anybody who has better use of their physical faculties than Nicholas
Taylor can play tennis. In this way, the scope of people who can play sports has widened significantly. Of course

the goal is not simply to participate. Since it is the Paralympics, people go on to aim for higher levels. However,
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I believe one significant value that is absent from the Olympics is that the Paralympics broadens the scope of
people who can play sports.

My second point. If someone asked whether Nicholas Taylor could win a match against someone like Federer,
he probably cannot. Then, where does the value lie? It is in the amount of growth Nicholas Taylor achieved
compared to himself of the past. The same can perhaps be said of athletes in the Olympics, but the Paralympics
makes us aware of this alternative yardstick. This applies whether it be an intellectual disability or any other
kind of disability. I believe one of the values of the Paralympics is its ability to bring attention to the amount of
growth individuals achieve compared to how they were in the past.

My third point. There is research that suggests, for example, that an amputee athlete may eventually be able
to use brain waves to move artificial legs, in other words, using a part of the brain not used before to move
their body. Therefore, absence leads to the discovery of new human capabilities. It teaches us about human
potential that we did not realize existed. I believe the Paralympics make us aware of values that we would not

have understood by pursuing only the Olympics and its goals of going faster, higher, and stronger.

Mano: Thank you very much. Dr. Jeon, can you please tell us what you think?

Jeon: I fully agree with Mr. Ogoura and Dr. Fujita, but then one thing that makes a Paralympic more unique is
on top of those is our mandate to inspire and excite the world. That is the vision of IPC. When we see higher,
faster, stronger, we are very impressed, but many times we are hardly inspired. But when we see a Paralympic
athlete and they do it with one leg, they run just as fast as a non-disabled athlete, we got inspired. I think that

is one of the uniqueness of the Paralympic Games.

Legg: As we were having this last conversation, I kept coming back to the comparison of athletes with the
disability and the comparison of male athletes and female athletes. Just this morning, Serena Williams was
arguing that if she was a male tennis player, she would be talked about as the greatest tennis player of all time,
but because she is a female tennis player, she is still relegated to a lesser status.

I think Justin raises the issue of the IPC'’s goal is to inspire and excite the world. I sometimes wonder if the
Paralympic movement still has not come to grips with what is their value. Is it high performance sport and
faster, higher, stronger or is it more on the social, inspirational, rising of people through social integration? I
wonder if that confuses the Paralympic Games and the Paralympic movement because it has not in its own
right decided which values they really want to promote.

If T could make the decision, I would say it is faster, higher, stronger. To me the Paralympic values are the
same as the Olympic values. It is the values of sport and not unlike the comparison of female athletes versus
male athletes, physiologically perhaps they are able to achieve a different faster and a different higher and a
different stronger, but ultimately that is still the goal that is being chased, which is being faster, being stronger,
being able to jump further. It is just that if you are jumping with one prosthetic leg versus two non-prosthetic

legs, maybe you are able to jump faster or jump further. To me, it is a similar comparison point.

Brittain: It sort of leads on from what David was just saying about this IPC, is it an elite sport event? Is it a

social movement to change the views regarding people with disabilities? I mean, I would totally agree that the
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Paralympic Games is probably the best and the biggest platform from which to start a debate around issues of
disability. There is nothing else that I am aware of that garners that concentration of media coverage and
interest anywhere else, so it is certainly a fantastic platform to start a discussion, and it is an important
discussion to have.

However, my question is, do Paralympians really represent all people with disabilities? Because certainly
research after the London Games showed that a lot of people with disabilities actually felt completely alienated
from the Paralympic movement, the problem being that Paralympians, in the eyes of the non-disabled
population, become the measuring stick that they use to decide the abilities of people with disabilities. There is
a lovely quote that I cannot remember the academic’s name. There was a paper I read who says it is a 13-year-
old child and he says, “People come up now and the first question they ask me is, ‘What sport do you do?” He
said, “I am not interested in sport. I want to be a mathematician. I want to be a musician,” but sport is becoming

the yardstick for measuring the whole disabled population. That in itself is a major, major problem.

Mano: Thank you very much. There are various values, and the fact that the values change significantly
depending on whose perspective it is from - is it the viewpoint of people with disabilities or the viewpoint of
sponsors - is a problem unique to the Paralympics, which have a wide array of stakeholders.

There is still a little time left, and if there are any questions from people on the floor, we would be happy to
hear from you. Or, if you have an opinion based on your own experience of participating in Paralympics, about
values that should be the legacy of the Paralympics, we would definitely like you to share these. Is there anyone

who would like to make a comment?

Floor: Thank you for this opportunity to speak. I previously worked for the United Nations for a long time, and
I play table tennis. There are about 10 events for table tennis including table tennis for wheelchair, physically
disabled, intellectually disabled, and hearing-speech impaired people.

I feel that the regulations and rules for participation are significantly different for each event in the
Paralympics. In the case of table tennis, a person has to hold a top position in world rankings, and only about 10
players in each category in the world can participate. Under these circumstances, it is a lot of work for people
with disabilities to go from place to place, around the world. Family members need to accompany the player
and this requires a lot of money. While participation in the Paralympics is encouraged, I believe the very high
cost requirements make participation prohibitive, and this is something we all need to consider. It is possible to
receive government support to some extent, but practice also places a significant burden on players.

In the world of sports, there is hardly any interaction with sports associations for able-bodied people, whether
it be with people who have impaired hearing or physical disabilities. There are some occasions for playing
together, but these are few and far between. Furthermore, rules are also established separately. For example,
while many associations exist within sports organizations for people with disabilities, basically the sports
associations are non-government bodies. Since various associations join or disband with other associations
spontaneously, we cannot get a clear idea as to how these organizations are situated. Even if we were able to
understand their particular situations, they are still too complicated. Furthermore, in classification categories,
people with mild disabilities usually win. Since there are so many different circumstances, it would be better to

make the rules much simpler and clearer in such cases. I also believe the integration of associations is

52



necessary.

Mano: Is there anyone else who would like to comment on the opinion expressed now, or anyone who is familiar
with internal affairs or current conditions? We have been told that these organizations consist of a hodge-podge
of groups with vertically segmented administrative systems lacking in horizontal linkage, and depending on the

sport, athletes are required to have a high level of competence and pay a lot of money to participate.

Fujita: The situation is just as you have described. It differs from country to country, and how the history of
each country has influenced the development of sports for people with disabilities. There are also differences
depending on laws. The situation is exactly as you described, and we would like to do something about it.
However, even if we were asked to change the situation immediately, we would have to ask to ourselves what
could actually be done.

In regard to the point that it costs a lot of money to participate in the Paralympics, in Japan today even
people with severe disabilities can get on a plane and go overseas to obtain ranking points. Doing the same
thing in developing countries, however, is not that easy. If Japan is to take leadership in Asia, while the number

of medals is of course important, I believe we must also focus our attention on such aspects.

Ogoura: I think the comment Dr. Fujita made just now is very important. While the Paralympics may be within
reach for Ms. Yamamoto, they remain beyond the reach of ordinary people. I have spoken with Vietnamese
nationals on this subject, and they feel the Paralympics are very distant, and that the Asia Para Games are a
little less but still distant. However, they feel that it may be possible to participate in the ASEAN Para Games,
and that games at the national level are more of a possibility.

In other words, the unfortunate aspect of today’s sports for people with disabilities is that they do not have
the same opportunities as sports for able-bodied people, where there are many games at various levels - inter-
collegiate games or inter-corporate games, as well as prefectural games and national athletic meets.

Even if athletes aspire to take part in the Paralympics, their aspirations are not easy to achieve. Therefore, I
believe that increasing types of sports meets at various levels including inter-collegiate and inter-corporate
games as well as between communities in various regions and areas is one future direction to consider.

One more point — I would like to ask a question in return. There are people who have said that going to the
Paralympics was the first time they were able to meet people with a different disability. Various activities are
organized according to type of disability, such as activities for people with hearing impairments or people with
visual impairments. However, when you go to the Paralympics, there are people with various disabilities.
Although there are no athletes with hearing impairments in the Paralympics, there are people with various
disabilities who are able to interact through sports. There are people who see this as very meaningful, and I feel

that something significant will come from considering what can be done in this area.

Mano: Is there anybody else who would like to comment?

Jeon: I totally agree that in the case of table tennis it is so costly to go to all the international events, and many

of the international events are not held in Asia. Therefore, you have to go to Europe and North America to
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participate in these games and getting the point for World Ranking; this is very challenging. That is just for the
table tennis, but what we can do in Asia, we can make each national games sanctioned by IPC, and then
national games open to other countries in Asian region. That way we do not have to travel all the way to
Europe or North America to get the points or sometimes just to participate in the international games. I think
that is something that especially Korea, Japan, and China can offer, because we have more internationally-
qualified referees and games’ operational personnel. It is something that we can do together as a project in Asia.
That is just for Asia, but I agree with you that sports, there is a high bar to overcome.

One other comment is something that I am worried with the International Paralympic Movement and also
the Committee. About four years ago I attended this governing board member meeting of the IPC to decide
which sports to include for the Rio Games. As one of the people representing Korea at that time, I pushed for
wheelchair badminton to be included. The reason is it is cheap for anybody to participate in wheelchair
badminton, but what they have decided at the meeting was a triathlon and also canoe kayak. I was thinking,
“Wow, how many people in the poor countries can afford to buy the triathlon hand cycle and also canoe kayak?”
Therefore, IPC, on one side they are talking about more opportunity for athletes with the high needs or from
the poor countries, yet they are deciding that maybe more developed countries can participate in those sports.
Of course, the reason is that they are more prepared to make the presentation from the organizational
perspective. They are more ready, but at the same time, it is a very philosophical decision and I was very

disappointed, but I am glad that the wheelchair badminton is included in Tokyo.

Mano: Today we considered the possibilities for linkage between the Olympics and the Paralympics, and the
difficulties and problems involved. Towards the end of the session, we also discussed what are the unique values
of the Paralympics. Even in Japan, people’s awareness and understanding of the Paralympics still have a long
way to go. With this in mind, I believe that we will have much better ideas for the 2020 Games and an excellent
Paralympics, if each person here thinks of the Paralympics not as an event for someone else, but as your own
and our own event. In closing, I would like to ask you to please give our panelist members a big round of

applause (applause).
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