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The Deaflympics: History, Present Status,
Issues, and Comparison with the Paralympics

Kazuo OGOURA

1. History of the Deaflympics

The origin of the Deaflympics is generally considered to be the International Silent
Games held in 1924, the same year the Olympics was held in Paris. Utilizing the rising
social awareness from the Olympic Games, the International Silent Games was held,
also in Paris, as a sports event for the deaf.”

The Silent Games was held under the leadership of Eugéne Rubens-Alcais, a
Frenchman who was himself deaf, and who became known as the “deaf version of
Baron de Coubertin.” Alcais was born in 1884 and had a hearing impairment as a
result of a fever during his childhood. After graduating from a school of special needs
education (a specialized school for students with visual and hearing disabilities) with
high marks, he worked as an auto mechanic and at the age of 20, created a magazine
called “The Silent Sportsman” (le Sportman Silencieux). In 1918, he established the
French Deaf Sports Federation (la Fédération Sportive des Sourds de France -
abbreviated FSSF)? Two factors are believed to have influenced these events: both
deaf and non-deaf athletes originally competed together in sports such as wrestling,
boxing and gymnastics and after the 1890s, deaf athletes began to participate in
cycling competitions, which were mainly held in France.

The objectives of FSSF were: A) to develop and regulate the sports activities of
deaf athletes in France; B) to promote outdoor physical activities; C) to create a
foundation to promote the integration of sports organizations, which had not been
accomplished centrally; and D) to strengthen relations between all sports
organizations for the deaf’’

As can be seen in this history, there are some differences between the backgrounds
of the Deaflympics and the Paralympics. In the case of the Deaflympics, activities

were already undertaken by sports organizations for deaf athletes before tournaments
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were held. Therefore, it can be said that international tournaments were held with
the objective to provide further momentum to those activities. In the case of the
Paralympics, the tournaments came first and the foundation of sports organizations
for athletes with physical disabilities was promoted later as a means for the smooth

running of the tournaments.

Using the momentum of the 1924 Silent Games, the International Committee of
Silent Sports (le Comité International des Sports Silencieux - CISS) was established.
This was made possible largely with the cooperation of Antoine Dresse, a Belgian
who was the first deaf person in Belgium to acquire a university diploma, and who
won a bronze medal in tennis in the 1924 Games.”

It should also be noted that Alcais not only contributed to sports activities for the
deaf, but that he also contributed greatly to the spread of sign language in France
through organizations such as the special support education school from which he

himself graduated.”

The International Silent Games changed its name to the World Games for the Deaf
in 1969, the year it was held in Belgrade. From 2001, when it was held in Rome, it has
been called the Deaflympics.

Additionally, the Winter Games began in 1949 as the International Winter Games
for the Deaf, when it was held in Seefeld, Austria. Since the 1971 Games in Adelboden
(Switzerland), the term “World Games for the Deaf” took root, and from the 2003

Games in Sundsvall (Sweden), it began to be called the Winter Deaflympics.

2. Entry Qualifications for the Deaflympics and the
Characteristics of Related Organizations

In order to enter the Deaflympics, athletes must be a person with a hearing loss of
55dB or greater in better ear (in other words, a level that makes daily conversations
difficult). There are no further classifications (the fairness of this method is still being

debated).”

The executives in the International Committee of Sports for the Deaf (le Comité

International des Sports des Sourds - CISS) are all persons with hearing disabilities,
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as are the regional representatives. However, there is one executive member who is
not deaf, appointed to represent and deliver statements on behalf of CISS at
conferences such as the IOC. In addition, the Secretary-General, an honorary position
for many years, became a paid position from 2005 and the title was changed from

Secretary-General to Chief Executive Officer.”

3. Relationship with the Paralympics

The first time the Deaflympics and Paralympics organizations officially formed a
relationship was in the 1980s when the International Co-ordination Committee (the
ICC, predecessor of the IPC, mentioned below) was established with the objective of
organizing the Paralympics smoothly (at the time called the International Stoke
Mandeville Games, the predecessor of the Paralympics). There, it was determined
that in order to develop the Paralympics it was necessary to establish the IPC
(International Paralympic Committee), similar to the IOC (International Olympic
Committee), and a special committee was established for its preparation. Issues arose
concerning CISS’s participation in that committee.”

This was related to the debate regarding the relationship between the Paralympics
and the Olympics, which intensified in the 1980s. As part of this debate, how to define
the relationship with the Deaflympics - the other international sports tournament for
athletes with disabilities - was raised as an issue.

This was symbolized in the raising of the Olympic flag for the first time in the
Deaflympics in 1989 at Christchurch, New Zealand.” In the end, a Deaflympics official
(Jerald M. Jordan, President of CISS) joined the ICC to coordinate the relationship
between the Deaflympics and the Paralympics.

However, there were several issues and obstacles to the CISS’s official participation
in the ICC. One was the CISS’s historical status. In part, in order to be as equal as
possible to the IOC, the ICC wanted to take on the role of coordinating all sports for
people with disabilities, including the deaf. In contrast, the Deaflympics was insistent
on negotiating with the IOC independently in order to maintain and increase the
significance of their existence.!” In addition, there were financial issues. For example,
the CISS side thought the ICC should cover the costs of arranging for sign language

interpreters during ICC related conferences, but the ICC side did not agree.
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It should be noted that this issue of covering sign language interpretation costs
was not simply a financial matter of who takes on the burden of the expenses. At the
basis of the issue was the view - as seen from the perspective of the deaf - that sign
language interpretation was necessary not for the deaf, but for those who can hear.!”
In other words, this meant that sign language interpretation should not be provided
as a form of welfare for the deaf, but as an obvious obligation to be provided by
society. According to this way of thinking, the party responsible for bearing the
expenses of the interpretation should naturally be the ICC or the IPC and not the
CISS.

Another problem was that the years for holding the Deaflympics and the
Paralympics differed and needed to be adjusted. Furthermore, deaf athletes are able
to enter the Olympics, and as the following table 1 shows, several deaf athletes have
become Olympic medalists in the past. This was one of the reasons that triggered a
debate on how people with hearing disabilities differed from those with other physical

disabilities.

Table 1: Deaf athletes who participated in the Olympic Games (examples)

Name Countr Event Olympics Entry Year, | Deaflympics
v Achievements Entry Year
Oskar WETZELL | Finland Diving 1908 London, 1912
Stockholm
Gertrude EDERLE | USA Swimming 1924 Paris - 4x100 m
Freestyle Relay Gold
Medal, 100 m Freestyle
Bronze Medal, 400 m
Freestyle Bronze Medal
Angel ACUNA Mexico Basketball 1948 London - 4" Place
LIZANA
Ignazio FABRA ITtaly Wrestling | 1952 Helsinki - Silver | 1961, 1965,
Greco-Roman | Medal, 1969
Flyweight 1956 Melbourne - Silver
Medal,
1960 Rome - 5" Place
1964 Tokyo - 4" Place
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Name

Country

Event

Olympics Entry Year,
Achievements

Deaflympics
Entry Year

Ildiko REJTO-
UJLAKY

Hungary

Fencing Foil

1960 Rome - Group
Silver Medal,

1964 Tokyo - Individual
Gold Medal, Group Gold
Medal,

1968 Mexico - Individual
Bronze Medal, Group
Silver Medal,

1972 Munich - Group
Silver Medal,

1976 Montreal - Group
Bronze Medal

Susan PEDERSEN

USA

Swimming

1968 Mexico - 4 x 100 m
Freestyle Relay Gold
Medal, 4 X100 m Medley
Relay Gold Medal, 100
m Freestyle Silver
Medal, 200 m Individual
Medley Silver Medal

Gerhard
SPERLING

East
Germany

20 km Race
Walking

1964 Tokyo, 1968
Mexico - 5™ Place, 1972
Munich - 4™ Place

1961, 1969,
1977

Vyacheslav
SKOMOROKHOV

Soviet
Union

400 m
Hurdles

1968 Mexico - 5™ Place

1965, 1969,
1973, 1977

George MASIN

USA

Fencing

1972 Munich, 1976

Montreal

Jeffrey FLOAT

USA

Swimming

1984 Los Angeles - 4 X
200 m Freestyle Relay
Gold Medal, 200 m
Freestyle 4™ Place

1977

Piero ITALIANI

Italy

Springboard
Diving

1984 Los Angeles — 6™
Place, 1988 Seoul

1993

David WHARTON

USA

Swimming

1988 Seoul - 400 m
Individual Medley Relay
Silver Medal

1992 Barcelona - 400 m
Individual Medley Relay
4™ Place

Dean Bryan
SMITH

Australia

Decathlon

1992 Barcelona

1985, 1989,
1993, 2005
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Name Countr Event Olympics Entry Year, | Deaflympics
Y v Achievements Entry Year
Jueri JAANSON Estonia Rowing 1988 Seoul, 1992
Single, Double | Barcelona - 5" Place,
Scull 1996 Atlanta, 2000
Sydney - 6™ Place 2004
Athene - Silver Medal,
2008 Beijing - Silver
Medal
Terence PARKIN | S o u t h | Swimming 2000 Sydney - 200 m | 1997, 2001,
Africa Breaststroke Silver | 2005, 2009,
Medal, 400 m Individual | 2013
Medley 5" Place
Frank Australia Fencing 2004 Athens
BARTOLILLO
Hugo PASSOS Portugal Wrestling 2004 Athens 1997, 2001,
Greco - Roman 2005, 2009,
2013, 2017
Tamika USA Women'’s 2004 Athens - Gold
CATCHINGS Basketball Medal, 2008 Beijing -
Gold Medal, 2012
London - Gold Medal,
2016 Rio - Gold Medal
Norbert Hungary Boxing 2008 Beijing
KALUCZA Flyweight
Maria Belen Argentina | BMX (Bicycle | 2008 Beijing
DUTTO Motocross)
Cycling
Chris COLWILL USA Springboard | 2008 Beijing - 4™ Place,
Diving 2012 London
Fausto QUINDE Ecuador 50 km Race 2008 Beijing
Walking
David Michael | USA Men’s 2012 London
SMITH Volleyball

Source: Prepared by Shohei Kobayashi, Research Fellow of Paralympic Research Team, the Nippon Foundation Paralympic
Support Center based on “Information Panel on the Deaflympics” by Tsukuba University of Technology
http://deafstudies.jp/info/files/deaflympics_deaf_athletes.pdf (September 25, 2017)

ICSD http://www.deaflympics.com/athletes.asp (January 15, 2018)

These circumstances and background prevented members of the CISS and the
ICC, TPC from reaching common ground in their differing opinions. In 1990, it was

determined by both parties that the Deaflympics and Paralympics would be held as
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two distinct tournaments, and that the autonomy of sports organizations for deaf
athletes from each country would be upheld.m There are several circumstances and
factors that led to the parties being unable to reach an agreement. For instance there
was a strong argument insisting that new members of the ICC, including personnel
from the Deaflympics and the International Sports Federation for Persons with
Intellectual Disability, should not hold voting rights for matters concerning the

Paralympics.”’

Additionally, CISS members could not be appointed to the position of
President of the ICC.! At last, seen from the CISS side, being a member of the ICC
would lead to increased financial burden - such as travel expenses to participate in
conferences and the cost of hiring sign language interpreters — while gaining no
merits. The cooperative relationship between the Deaflympics and the Paralympics

cooled off, and in 1995, six years after the IPC was officially established, the

Deaflympics organization officially withdrew from IPC membership.

4. “Conceptual” Issues of the Deaflympics

Among the issues and challenges faced by the Deaflympics that are theoretical or
conceptual problems, is the relationship between determining levels of hearing
disabilities, and entry qualifications and standards in competitive sports.

To begin with, some say that the Deaflympics, as an elite level sports tournament -
or more specifically, a comprehensive international sports tournament - should make
its conditions for entry even stricter to ensure fairness by setting the condition
higher than or equal to 55dB, for example to 70dB. On the other hand, if that were to
happen, the number of people who are able to enter the tournaments would likely
decrease, going against the principle of the Deaflympics to allow as many deaf
athletes as possible to participate. This is an issue that still remains."”

A related issue is that in some countries, regional tournaments loosen entry
conditions so that athletes with lesser degrees of hearing impairments can also
participate, while national-level tournaments revolve around athletes with more
severe impairments. Reasons behind these practices include the fact that sports
organizations wish to have as many members as possible, and that rigorous

classification of disability levels are costly.'”
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Next, there is the issue of wearing hearing aids. The use of hearing aids is
prohibited in the Deaflympics. This does not stem from the risk of the equipment
breaking during physical activities. Rather, it is based on the principle that wearing
hearing aids gives the athlete an “advantage” over others, which would not be fair in
a competition.

However At the core lies an even deeper belief. In essence, hearing aids are tools
that allow deaf people to take a step closer to becoming a non-disabled person.
However, there are people who cannot fully recover their hearing functions even
with a hearing aid. As long as such people exist, hearing aids are “symbolic of deaf

"7 and can be seen to be

people adapting to the world of people who can hear
damaging to the core identity of deaf people. In short, “Since hearing-aid usage affects
individuals differently and unpredictably, its exclusion from the playing field is, in
part a symbolic gesture of deafness and fairness.”"”

Incidentally, according to the results of a questionnaire conducted among deaf
athletes, 25.8% said they used hearing aids during practice, and 24.5% said they would
like to use hearing aids during the Deaflympics. In the same questionnaire, athletes
who said they do not want to use hearing aids (51.7%) were asked why; roughly the
same number of people stated the reason as either to ensure fairness in the
tournament, or to avoid the risk of the equipment breaking.'”

Lastly, because the Deaflympics uses sign language as its sole method of
communication, it helps in spreading the use of sign language in society.zm The use of
sign language in the Deaflympics is also significant when considering that from a
historic viewpoint, there were time periods and countries that forbade or did not
encourage the use of sign language.

Furthermore, it can be said that behaviors, signs and gestures - all of which
transcend sign language - are effective in making people recognize the role they play
in human communication alongside language. It can also be said that this will lead to
people reevaluating the role that sound plays in human communication. The
“meaning” behind voices is often determined not only physically, but also socially. For
example, depending on the context, a cough (the so-called dry cough) may not be
expressing a physical condition, but may convey a sense of suspicion or caution. In

this sense, each sound is filled with “social meaning.”*’
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5. Communication Issues Unique to the Deaflympics

As stated above, the reason the Deaflympics did not choose to integrate itself with
or join the Paralympics, instead choosing to remain loyal to its unique principles, was
partly due to the difference in rules for conducting the tournaments® There were
also historical factors, namely that the Deaflympics had a long history it was proud of,
and that it had developed itself independently. In addition to these historical
circumstances, the issue of communication in tournaments for the deaf was unique to
the Deaflympics, and not something the Paralympics could easily accept.

Communication issues unique to the Deaflympics mostly resolve around the use of
sign language. It is not simply about needing sign language interpreters. At times,
further considerations are required. For example, if a non-disabled staff member
needs to contact a deaf athlete and makes a telephone call, the interpreter would have
difficulty “interpreting” the message when one hand is being used to hold the phone,
and sign language interpreters would need to be given hands-free mobile phones.

When athletes or personnel leave the stadium, their means of simple communication
with non-disabled residents of the local town are gestures and body language. The
meaning of gestures, however, can sometimes differ depending on the country, and it
is impossible to overlook the fact that athletes and personnel may need to “learn”
such customs in advance. For example, in Bulgaria, shaking the head from side to
side indicates agreement. During the 22™ Deaflympics in Sofia, Bulgaria, there were
Japanese staff members who felt confused by the country’s customs.”

Another issue is that managers and coaches are mostly non-deaf people (in Japan's
case) while athletes are deaf, making it necessary to include sign language
interpreters to ensure smooth mutual communication. However, in order for
interpreters to fully master the terms unique to each sports category, they must
practice in advance. In addition, the subject of interpretation may sometimes include
aspects of the athlete’s daily life, and interpreters must oftentimes perform work

" As a result, the need to

beyond interpreting, such as “taking care” of the athletes.
clearly define the work of an interpreter has been raised as an issue.
There are also other issues for tournaments, such as when and how to announce

the judge’s decisions (which are voiced out loud) in sign language to the athletes,®
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and the pros and cons of the opening ceremony being delivered by people without
disabilities.””

These “issues of communication” specific to the Deaflympics speak of its uniqueness
and the seriousness of communication issues faced by people with hearing
impairments. Another unique element of the Deaflympics is illustrated by the
following. Among Deaflympics personnel, it is not uncommon to see international
exchanges being hindered by language problems, such as insufficient English
proficiency between non-disabled speakers. In contrast, for people with hearing
disabilities, although sign languages may differ by country, after two or three days,

they are often able to communicate quite well among one another””

6. Similarities and Differences in Practical Issues between the
Deaflympics and the Paralympics

Analyzing the reports of athletes, coaches and staff members who participated in
the Deaflympics shows several challenges and issues that come with taking part.
Many of the problems can also be seen in the Paralympics, but their conditions,
breadth and degree differ. Such issues and challenges are summarized below, based
on reports by Japanese teams from the past four games (the 21% and 22 Summer

Deaflympics and the 16™ and 18" Winter Deaflympics - the 17™ was canceled).

(1) Degree of recognition®

A distinctive feature of the Deaflympics is that there are occasional cases where
participating athletes or staff members had no idea the Deaflympics even existed
until a few years earlier.

For example, Mr. Masataka Nishi who participated in the 21st Deaflympics in
basketball did not know of the Deaflympics until a year earlier, Ms. Mio Inoue until
four years earlier, and staff members who took part in the 16th Winter Deaflympics
as helpers and instructors for ski waxing until right before the tournament.”

Many people point out that the Deaflympics’ recognition level needs to be raised in
order to resolve financial issues’” but recognition is also closely related to the
athletes’ and participants’ fundamental motivation. In other words, the problem lies in
the fact that even if someone wins a medal, the achievement lacks social recognition

and praise, a problem that precedes the issues of prize money or reception.w
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Additionally, there are arguments that point out that in order to raise the level of
recognition, articles related to the Deaflympics have to include more elements that
tell a story. In order to do so, the on-site coaches, athletes and staff members need to

cooperate to improve the publicity of the Deaflympics with a focus on the following:32>

1. Perspective (How to assess the game. How to deliver it.)

2. Highlights of the game (Backgrounds of the winner and loser.)

3. Episodes (How much effort was put in by the athlete.)

4. Technique commentary (If it is an article in the sports page, how the winner
was able to win.)

5. Profile (Career and where the athlete has played before.)

6. Records (Sports are based on records, so it is crucial to add data)

Additionally, some people have pointed out the involvement of the Imperial Family
in relation to recognition. This was in 2005, after Prince and Princess Akishino of
Japan met with people involved in the Deaflympics in December 2004, which was
seen as contributing greatly to increasing the Deaflympics’ social level of

recognition.*”

It is also beneficial to analyze the frequency and nature of news on the Deaflympics
to study its level of recognition.

Table 2 compares the number of articles in Japan's nationwide newspapers (Asahi,
Mainichi, and Yomiuri) covering: 1) the Deaflympics held in Samsun, Turkey

between July 18 and 30, 2017; 2) the previous Deaflympics (held in Sofia, Bulgaria in

Table 2: Number of articles from each newspaper company on the Deaflympics and
Para Athletics Championships

World Para Athletics
Deaflympics 2013 Deaflympics 2017 Championships London
2017
Asahi 1 25 10
Mainichi 0 12 24
Yomiuri 0 24 7

Source: Research and Table by Shohei Kobayashi, the Paralympics Research Team
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summer of 2013); and 3) the World Para Athletics Championships, held in London at
around the same time as the Samsun Games (July 14 - 23, 2017).

This research on newspaper articles included three days before and after each
tournament, and gathered articles from nationwide morning and evening newspapers
that met a search under the keyword “Deaflympics” and “World Para Athletics
Championships”.

As Table 2 shows, the number of articles increased dramatically for the 2017
Deaflympics. The number of articles on the 2017 Deaflympics is also as high as or
even higher than for the World Para Athletics Championships.

Additionally, the following Tables 3 and 4 show details of the articles, in particular
in which section they were published (the sports page, society page, etc).® The
prominence of the articles differed depending on the newspaper. It is also worth
noting that while most articles on the Para Athletics Championships were on the
sports page in each newspaper, an increasing number of those covering the

Deaflympics were on pages other than sports, such as society.%)

Table 3: Newspaper reports on the 2017 Samsun, Turkey Games (by topic page)

General
Sports Front Othere Commentary | Society | Other (’)I;(thlig;
Page
Asahi 0 1 2 0 21 1 25
Mainichi 9 0 1 1 1 0 12
Yomiuri 16 0 6 2 0 0 24

Source: Research and Table by Kobayashi, the Paralympics Research Team

Table 4: Newspaper reports on the World Para Athletics Championships London
2017 (by topic page)

General
. Total No.
Sports Front Commentary | Society | Other or e
Others of articles

Page

Asahi 10 0 0 0 0 0 10
Mainichi 24 0 0 0 0 0 24
Yomiuri 4 0 3 0 0 0 7

Source: Research and Table by Kobayashi, the Paralympics Research Team
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(2) Relationship with non-disabled people

As with the Paralympics, there are voices among Deaflympics personnel calling for
enhancements to activities undertaken by both deaf athletes or potential athletes, and
people who can hear. For example in bowling, proposals are being made to “increase
interactions” with non-deaf people and to work with non-deaf coaches.® Additionally,
for alpine skiing and snowboarding, there is the opinion that deaf athletes should also
actively participate in training sessions and tournaments for people who can hear.’”

However, it should be noted that there are those who point out the difficulties in
communication between athletes or between deaf athletes and non-deaf coaches®

Additionally, there are many non-deaf people among the judges and tournament
personnel at the Deaflympics. It has been pointed out that Japan has a particular
problem when communicating with them: that they need to be accompanied not only
by a sign language interpreter, but also an interpreter for languages, such as English

or the local language.®

(3) Deaflympics and society

Similar to the Paralympics, by raising its level of recognition, it is expected that the
Deaflympics will have an opportunity to strengthen its social significance and deepen
society’s awareness and consideration toward deaf people. There are several points of
comparison with the Paralympics that should be noted. One is that it is an
opportunity for non-deaf people to reflect on the way they express emotions and
excitement. This is suggested by the words of Ms. Nami Segawa, who participated as

' “Instead of clapping, deaf

a staff member during the 16™ Winter Deaflympics:®
people wave their hands above their heads to indicate applause, similar to when we
sing “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”. Whenever a player scores a goal, the fans all
start to wave their hands at once. The moment when medals were decided, I was
truly stuck by the scene that unfolded - coaches and staff members transcended the
barrier of communication that stood between them and the athletes to share their
joy. When the gold medalists Mr. Harada and Ms. Kasai received their awards, the
Japanese national anthem “Kimigayo” was played and when the sign language
interpreters began to sign the chorus, deaf athletes from other countries imitated the

words and sang along. Another characteristic of the Deaflympics is that the audience

stamps on the ground to convey their applause to the medalists standing on the
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podium.”

Furthermore, barrier-free issues in the Deaflympics need to be looked at from a
different perspective from the Paralympics. In a physically barrier-free environment,
there are additional measures that need to be taken. For example, elevators need to
be equipped to respond in case a deaf person becomes trapped inside (contact with
emergency services, generally done through an intercom, would be difficult).
Additionally, even at the Deaflympics, starting orders and results are most often
announced by voice, and there were cases when visual displays proved insufficient.”’
Other cases have also been pointed out, such as the opening and closing ceremonies
being conducted mainly by voice,”¥ and cases when there were not enough large-
scale monitors in the stadium to act as supplementary visual information tools.™
These are viewpoints to take into consideration when trying to create detailed
barrier-free measures.

Moreover, from a social standpoint, the fundamental deficiency of sign language
interpreters can also be seen as a barrier. There is a heavy reliance on part time
work, for example by housewives, and training professional interpreters has lagged
behind."

The development and spread of mobile phones that can be operated single-
handedly by people who use sign language, would also be a barrier-free effort. A
system for interpreters to utilize mobile phones with earphones when relaying voiced
information to deaf athletes - to prevent them from assuming an uncomfortable
posture to be able to use sign language while holding a phone - would be another
aspect to consider.”

In addition, there is a need for further research on the significance of sound in
sports. For example, Mr. Hideki Arai, who was a cross country coach, points out the
importance of mental imaging derived from “sound” in cross country sports.%) His
description suggests that further research is necessary on how athletes with hearing
impairments can grasp and understand what is usually understood through sound. “In
sports where techniques are crucial, such as cross country skiing, “mental images”
are said to be very important. Mental imaging transmits information from the brain
to the muscles, and without it, the muscles will not receive the information. In order
to picture those mental images all the more clearly, information from the ears is very

important, in addition to information from the eyes. The more skilled athletes are, the
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quieter they can ski. We often teach children, “Try to slide the skis quietly and not
stomp them on the snow”, to make this easier to understand. As we trained with deaf
athletes, the other staff members and I began to realize that information from the
ears may be just as important as information from the eyes for creating mental

images.”

(4) Common issues faced by both the Deaflympics and the Paralympics as sports
tournaments

There are a number of practical issues on various levels that the Deaflympics in
Japan and the Paralympics face in common, such as training and strengthening
athletes, the abilities and capabilities of the executives, the organization of sports
organizations, and a lack of international perspective, last of which is somewhat
unique to Japan. By examining recent team reports, these points can be broken down
as follows: A) Too much burden is being placed on individual athletes with not
enough support from sports organizations or related bodies™; B) The need to
improve athletes’ and staff members’ self-management (for example, health
management and injury prevention)48); C) The need to strengthen mental training
(especially compared to athletes from other countries)”; D) The need to improve
physical fitness (and not only skill in each sport)®”; E) The importance of nurturing
“professional” awareness, including the expansion of corporate support.51>
Additionally, reports from the 20th Deaflympics pointed out a lack of information

52)

on athletes from other countries and their skills,” an issue that is also being raised

(for certain sports) by Paralympics personnel.

7. Philosophy and Identity of the Deaflympics

The principle of the Deaflympics, both historically and in its current philosophy, is
to deepen deaf identity and promote international exchange between deaf people.
With that being the case, it is necessary to carefully consider how involved non-deaf
people should become or how far joint projects should go in the management,
practice, and training camps that are currently mostly comprised of deaf people.
Consideration should not only revolve around the identity of the Deaflympics, but

should also be from realistic and practical perspectives (for example, the pros and
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cons of having deaf and non-deaf people sharing rooms during training camps or at
competitions) .*’

In connection to the Deaflympics’ identity, there is the issue of the identities of
individual deaf people. It has been pointed out by some that the Deaflympics has
helped strengthen the identities of deaf athletes and participants through the
promotion of international exchange.””

Related to the issue of individual identities, is the contents of the directory of
Deaflympics participants. Only the athlete’s current home area is listed. Some feel
that other personal information (such as place of employment or school) should be
made public for supporters,”® which needs further discussion. The underlying issue
here is to what extent, when, and how to make public the fact that someone is deaf in
an appropriate manner, and is connected to the issue of identity.

The Deaflympics has also been helpful in bringing deaf communities together and
strengthening their identities in certain countries. An example is during the 18"
Deaflympics, held in Russia, which helped to revitalize Russia’s deaf community.””

Additionally, regarding the relationship between the social identities of deaf people
from each country and international interactions, one issue is to what extent the use
of sign languages unique to each country should be accepted and respected during
international tournaments.

It should also be noted that the Deaflympics is effective in nurturing a sense of
unity not only among deaf people, but also between deaf and non-deaf people. During
the opening ceremony in Rome, many of the spectators were described as having
friendly conversations with one another instead of watching the ceremony.”” From
this point of view, bringing the image of the Deaflympics as close as possible to that
of the Olympics can become a symbol of the promotion of social inclusion with deaf

people®®
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