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[Research Note] Issues Surrounding the Deaflympics

[Research Note] Issues Surrounding
the Deaflympics

OGOURA Kazuo

This research note, based on “Report of the Japan Team” who have participated in
recent Deaflympic Games, explores the problems and issues that have been identified

by athletes, coaches, staff members as well as sign language interpreters.

The results of the analysis revealed that the low level of awareness of the
Deaflympics in Japanese society and the problem of communication among the

relevant parties are key issues.
As the Deaflympic Games grow in size and the social attention rises, to what

extent the Games can be operated primarily by deaf people themselves could be

another important agenda in the future.
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