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The Paralympics provide a significant opportunity to highlight not only the athletes
and competitions but also a wide range of topics related to the event. This study
aimed to systematically analyze and organize the content of newspaper articles
published in Japan during the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games (hereinafter “Paris
Games”) which were held over 12 days from August 28 to September 8, 2024. After
analysis by three researchers, the articles were classified into seven categories to
systematize the reporting.

When calculating the proportion of articles in each category, approximately half
focused on the athletes, events and the Paris Games itself, including topics such as
the results of Japanese athletes and teams in the events, the personal backgrounds of
athletes, the rules of the events, and the overall atmosphere of the Paris Games.
Similar to past Games, a significant portion of the reporting on the Paris Games
focused on the competitive aspects of Paralympic sports. However, the volume of
coverage was smaller compared to the Paris Olympics, reflecting the previously
noted tendency to treat the Paralympics as “secondary” in terms of media priority.

In addition, an increasing number of articles about Paralympic athletes addressed
not only societal issues related to disability, but also topics related to an inclusive
society, such as gender and religion. This indicates that the role of the Paralympics is
evolving from raising awareness about people with disabilities to also recognizing the
existence of social minorities, and encouraging discussions on building an inclusive

society.
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