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[Research Note] Current Status and Issues of
Corporate Support for Para-Sports on the
Occasion of the Tokyo 2020 Games

NAGAMATSU Akira

This study analyzes the current state and challenges of corporate support for
parasports, focusing on companies that underwent organizational reforms in response
to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games (Tokyo Games). The Tokyo Games
served as a platform for technological innovation and underscored the growing
importance of the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals). In this context, companies
increasingly prioritized a balance between profit-seeking and social contribution,
leading to a shift in their approach to sponsorship.

The study explores how companies influenced by the Tokyo Games understand
the values embedded in parasports, such as "diversity' and "the realization of an
inclusive society,' and examines the extent to which they have implemented
initiatives to integrate parasports into society as part of the Paralympic legacy. Three
hypotheses were proposed and tested:

1. Companies focusing on the Tokyo Games established departments to promote

the Games.

2. While such departments were often dissolved after the Games, companies that
understand the values of diversity and inclusive society have been maintaining
departments related to DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion).

3. Since DEI has become a socially essential issue, companies that promoted the
Tokyo Games have been contributing to parasports directly, including hiring
para-athletes and supporting parasports.

An analysis of articles from Nikkei Sangyo Shimbun and other research supported

Hypotheses 1 and 2. Hypothesis 3 was partially supported, as over 60% of companies
were found to engage in parasports support, but the activities of the remaining

companies could not be determined.
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