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A Comparative Study of Parasport Policies in
Japan and South Korea

MYOUNG Sehee

Japan and South Korea, hosts of the 2020 Tokyo Summer Paralympic Games and
the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Paralympic Games respectively, have increasingly
approached parasport as a legitimate sphere of sport policy — ranging from elite
performance enhancement to broad-based grassroots development. This study
compares the parasport policies of the two countries by examining (1) legislation, (2)
relevant organizational structures, and (3) budgetary frameworks, and then assesses
the significance and future prospects of parasport policy in both nations.

In both Japan and South Korea, early sports legislation — Japan's Sports Promotion
Act (1961) and Korea's National Sports Promotion Act (1962) — did not incorporate
disability sport, as disability sport was still largely understood within the domain of
welfare policy. A major policy shift occurred in Japan in 2014, when parasport
programs supervised by the Japan Sports Association for the Disabled and the
Japanese Paralympic Committee were transferred from the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, leading to a reorganization of the governance of parasport. In South
Korea, the 2005 amendment to the National Sports Promotion Act established the
Korea Paralympic Committee, and the Sports for the Disabled Division within the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism assumed responsibility for parasport policy.

Regarding the securing of financial resources for elite development and grassroots
promotion, Japan relies heavily on sponsorship-related revenue, whereas South Korea
depends primarily on central government funding. Ensuring stable and sustainable
financial bases remains a key challenge for the future development of the parasport

sectors in both countries.
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