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The Influence of Disability Status and Place of
Residence on Attitudes Toward the Paralympic
Games

NAKAMURA Masahiro

The purpose of this study is to clarify the influence of disability status and place of
residence on awareness and attitudes toward the Paralympic Games. An online
survey of 5000 residents in Japan was conducted, and two-way analysis of variance
was performed using “current feelings after the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games,” “the
impact on the public and society,” and “future aspirations in parasports and sports” as
dependent variables, with “disability status” and “place of residence” as independent
factors.

The analysis indicated that respondents without disabilities evaluated the Tokyo
Paralympic Games more positively than those with disabilities. In addition, individuals
living in non-host cities showed more positive evaluations than those residing in
Tokyo or other host cities. Notably, among residents of host cities outside Tokyo,
those without disabilities rated the Games significantly more positively than those
with disabilities.

Regarding the impact on the public and society of the Tokyo Paralympics,
respondents without disabilities again held more positive views than people with
disabilities. Residents of non-host cities also expressed more positive feelings
compared with those living in Tokyo or other host cities. Moreover, even within the
same residential area, people without disabilities held more positive evaluations,
whereas those with disabilities tended to view the Games negatively, indicating a
divergence in evaluations.

In contrast, disability status and place of residence exerted little influence on

behavioral intentions related to parasports.
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