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Thirty years have passed since three people with disabilities launched a sports
group for people with disabilities in Thailand in the 1980s. Over the thirty years, the
social background and economic situation in the Kingdom of Thailand have
undergone significant changes. Currently, Thailand is the economic force driving
development in the entire Southeast Asian region.

Two major laws pertaining to people with disabilities were enacted in 1991 and
2007. The Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act, which took effect in 2007,
expressly prescribes the social rights of people with disabilities. An emphasis on
community life and the concept of barrier-free public facilities have also become
widespread. As seen in the younger generation, signs of change, albeit gradual, can
be found in opportunities for education and work that have resulted from factors
such as changes in communication and the availability of information brought about
by more widespread information technology as well as increased means for mobility.

As to the status of disability sports in Thailand, the Paralympic Committee of
Thailand has launched activities mainly through sports for people with physical
disabilities. Four groups have been organized: the Sports Association for Persons with
Disabilities, Sports Association for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities, Sports
Association for Persons with Impaired Vision and Sports Association for Persons with
Cerebral Palsy. Thailand, along with Indonesia, is the nation that regularly wins the
most medals in disability sports games in Southeast Asia.

Although Thailand has built up a record of achievement and the number of
younger athletes is increasing, the country as a whole faces issues in terms of
securing equipment, building up its athlete base, and a shortage of coaches.

Precisely because the country has maintained a level of activity, if it can obtain

appropriate support from countries where disability sports are more advanced,
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Thailand would not only be able to provide more comprehensive sports activities for
people with disabilities, but also improve their quality of life. This paper brings to
light the situation and issues pertaining to people with disabilities and disability

sports in Thailand, and then discusses specific possibilities for assistance activities.
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